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We are all in the dumps
For diamonds are thumps
The kittens are gone to St. Paul's!
The baby is bit
The moon's in a fit
And the houses are built
Without walls

Jack and Guy
Went out in the Rye
And they found a little boy
With one black eye
Come says Jack let's knock
Him on the head
No says Guy
Let's buy him some bread
You buy one loaf
And I'll buy two
And we'll bring him up
As other folk do

Two traditional rhymes from Mother Goose, ingeniously joined and interpreted
by Maurice Sendak.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 2 Up-Sendak is back, bolder than ever, as he looks out to the problems of today's world. He combines
two little-known and unrelated nursery rhymes, taking advantage of their absence of story to interpret them
with a wealth of detail and social commentary. In so doing, his visual images invite readers to become co-
conspirators in the creation of the tale. From the dust jacket's ragged and newspaper-wrapped children,
depicted within a monstrous mouth that readers will discover is the moon, to the very last page, one must
search for clues to bring meaning to the enigmatic text. (Most are in the form of newspaper headlines). The
homeless children and kittens are watched over by the moon, which seems to insist that the youngsters take
care of one another. The moon itself is transformed into a giant cat to save the kittens and a baby from the
rats who steal them. Unlike Max from Where the Wild Things Are (HarperCollins, 1988), however, their
return is not to safety and a warm supper, but to the uncertainties of the street. Overall, the images refer to
poverty, war, crime, pollution, famine, inflation, AIDS, unemployment, and other current evils. The
illustrations themselves are not frightening, but they remind readers of horrific things in the real world. The
somewhat muted and subdued palette is brightened with bursts of red sky and a stark white cat, which give
an explosive energy to the story. The clarity of the art and of the composition of the pages are deceptively
simple. The rhythms of the street, of rap music, are recognizable in the interplay between the rhymes and
characters' ballooned comments. This is a potent, evocative book, but Sendak respects children's ability to
deal with powerful and potentially controversial issues and ideas. We Are All in the Dumps will lead to
discussion, speculation, and a variety of interpretations, all of which are appropriate for this type of allegory.
This headline says it all: "Leaner Times, Meaner Times...Children Triumph."-Kay E. Vandergrift, School of
Communication, Information and Library Studies, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Harking back to Hector Protector (1965), Sendak again pairs two nursery rhymes; but this time, he penetrates
deeply into society's ills in his elaborate visual extension of the words. ``We are all in the dumps/For
diamonds are trumps/The kittens are gone to St. Paul's/The baby is bit/The moon's in a fit/And the houses are
built without walls.'' Sendak sets this first rhyme in New York, where homeless children are watched over by
an increasingly agitated moon and where two wicked rats build a house of cards, play for the ``poor little
kid'' (an appealing waif), and haul him, as well as the kittens, off to ``St. Paul's Bakery and Orphanage''--
which resembles Auschwitz (glimpsed more subtly in Dear Mili). In the second part, Jack and Guy, who
have earlier ignored the waif's pleas for help, follow after: ``Come says Jack/Let's knock him on the head/No
says Guy/Let's buy him some bread...'' There's much more going on in the extraordinary art, including
allusions visual (Trump Tower, a Cheshire cat moon that maternally enfolds the kittens) and verbal (in
dialogue balloons and newsprint that also serves as shelter). Dear Mili's exquisitely detailed paintings give
way here to the freely drawn, more immediate style of I Saw Esau (1992); but the subtle orchestration of
Sendak's ideas has never been more intricate, telling, or playful. Adults may question presenting serious
topics to children in this imaginative form. Lucky children have seen homelessness, and worse, only on TV;
the unlucky have lived it. In this beautiful, passionately concerned book, Sendak creates visual poetry, rich in
symbolism, that goes to the heart of such matters better than any earnest description. Once again, he explores
new ground and offers a masterpiece. (Picture book. 4+) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All
rights reserved.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this We Are All in the Dumps with Jack and Guy: Two Nursery Rhymes with
Pictures.

Cameron Keller:

The book We Are All in the Dumps with Jack and Guy: Two Nursery Rhymes with Pictures can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a good thing like a book We Are All in the Dumps with Jack and Guy: Two Nursery Rhymes with Pictures?
A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book We Are All in the Dumps with
Jack and Guy: Two Nursery Rhymes with Pictures has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.



Billie Luster:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This We Are All in the Dumps with Jack and Guy: Two
Nursery Rhymes with Pictures is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Jesse Hooker:

This book untitled We Are All in the Dumps with Jack and Guy: Two Nursery Rhymes with Pictures to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book
from your list.
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