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"Seldom does one stumble across a writer bold enough to write a manuscript of
theory on aesthetic beauty. But not only does Leonard Koren manage to handle
this awkward subject matter with relative ease, he manages to fit his pragmatic
approach to design into just 126 pages." -- J Select

"It sounds heavy, but the writing style is easy to follow. If you want to see where
an original thinker can go with aesthetics and design, pick up this inspirational
book." -- Country Almanac

Just as his classic bestseller Wabi-Sabi explored the quintessential Japanese
aesthetic, Leonard Koren’s new book uncovers the underlying principles that
govern how Western designers arrange things in three-dimensional compositions.
Inspired by Greek and Roman notions of rhetoric—the ancient art of argument
and delivery—Koren elucidates the elements of arranging rhetoric that all
designers instinctively use in everything from floral compositions to interior
decorating. Those who master Koren’s rhetoric of object placement will have the
ability to persuade, uplift, and confound their audience. Not a how-to but a
manifesto of theory and insight, this book will change the way you see, and
arrange, your world.

Leonard Koren is author of Wabi-Sabi and lives in San Francisco and Tokyo.

Nathalie du Pasquier is a Milan-based painter and textile designer for the
Memphis movement.
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"It sounds heavy, but the writing style is easy to follow. If you want to see where an original thinker can go
with aesthetics and design, pick up this inspirational book." -- Country Almanac

Just as his classic bestseller Wabi-Sabi explored the quintessential Japanese aesthetic, Leonard Koren’s new
book uncovers the underlying principles that govern how Western designers arrange things in three-
dimensional compositions. Inspired by Greek and Roman notions of rhetoric—the ancient art of argument
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Editorial Review

Review
"The simple placement of one object next to another takes on a deeper meaning in this thoughtful book. The
author sees the display of 3-dimentional objects as having three essential components: Physicality,
Abstraction and Integration. It sounds heavy, but the writing style is easy to follow. If you want to see where
an original thinker can go with aesthetics and design, pick up this inspirational book." Country Almanac,
Summer 2004 Issue

About the Author

Leonard Koren, who trained as an artist and architect, is a leading design and aesthetics theorist. Among his
most popular books are "WABI SABI: For Artists, Design, Poets & Philosophers" and "Which 'Aesthetics'
Do You Mean?: Ten Definitions."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilfred Walker:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is Arranging Things: A Rhetoric of Object Placement this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Micah Best:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Arranging Things: A Rhetoric of Object Placement
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Gregory Rivera:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Arranging Things: A Rhetoric of Object
Placement or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any



other book likes Arranging Things: A Rhetoric of Object Placement to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Randall Rearick:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Arranging Things: A Rhetoric of Object Placement can make you
feel more interested to read.
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