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Beauty can be consoling, disturbing, sacred, profane; it can be exhilarating,
appealing, inspiring, chilling. It can affect us in an unlimited variety of ways. Yet
it is never viewed with indifference. In this Very Short Introduction, the
renowned philosopher Roger Scruton explores the concept of beauty, asking
what makes an object--either in art, in nature, or the human form--beautiful, and
examining how we can compare differing judgments of beauty when it is evident
all around us that our tastes vary so widely. Is there a right judgment to be made
about beauty? Is it right to say there is more beauty in a classical temple than a
concrete office block, more in a Rembrandt than in an Andy Warhol Campbell
Soup Can? Forthright and thought-provoking, and as accessible as it is
intellectually rigorous, this introduction to the philosophy of beauty draws
conclusions that some may find controversial, but, as Scruton shows, help us to
find greater sense of meaning in the beautiful objects that fill our lives.
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Beauty can be consoling, disturbing, sacred, profane; it can be exhilarating, appealing, inspiring, chilling. It
can affect us in an unlimited variety of ways. Yet it is never viewed with indifference. In this Very Short
Introduction, the renowned philosopher Roger Scruton explores the concept of beauty, asking what makes an
object--either in art, in nature, or the human form--beautiful, and examining how we can compare differing
judgments of beauty when it is evident all around us that our tastes vary so widely. Is there a right judgment
to be made about beauty? Is it right to say there is more beauty in a classical temple than a concrete office
block, more in a Rembrandt than in an Andy Warhol Campbell Soup Can? Forthright and thought-
provoking, and as accessible as it is intellectually rigorous, this introduction to the philosophy of beauty
draws conclusions that some may find controversial, but, as Scruton shows, help us to find greater sense of
meaning in the beautiful objects that fill our lives.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "As always with Scruton, his prose is exquisite and wonderfully clear, which
fact together with the illustrations make his book a thing of beauty itself."

--A. C. Grayling, The Art Newspaper 01/01/2010

"Careful and absorbing."

--A. C. Grayling, The Art Newspaper 01/01/2010

"This is a fascinating and thought-provoking little book."

--A. C. Grayling, The Art Newspaper 01/01/2010

"Roger Scruton has moments of great insight and clarity in this attractively slim volume."

--Sebastian Smee, The Observer 22/03/2009

"A fascinating book, which I heartily recommend."

--Bryan Wilson, Readers Digest 01/03/2009

"Short, fast paced, and wide ranging."

--Michael Tanner, Literary Review 01/03/2009

About the Author

Roger Scruton is Research Professor at the Institute for the Psychological Sciences, in Arlington, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennie Groth:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Beauty: A Very Short Introduction. Try to face the book Beauty: A
Very Short Introduction as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Inez Tuller:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Beauty: A Very Short Introduction. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book
Beauty: A Very Short Introduction. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kim Salgado:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Beauty: A Very Short
Introduction to read.

Mary Wines:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Beauty: A Very Short Introduction as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Beauty:
A Very Short Introduction to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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