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Fourteen-year-old Mary MacNamara does not know the words for what her
father did to her down by the river, but she knows nothing will ever be the same
again. She lives in a small town in the rural West of Ireland where superstition
and petty jealousies fester; where poverty and ignorance make people hard,
bitter, and unforgiving. Mary will find scant justice or mercy among those in her
community--even less among those called to adjudicate upon her case in a city
far away as her private tragedy is dragged into the public arena, making her
doubly a victim, prey to militant factions on all sides. Recalling the controversial
1992 "Miss X" case which drew international attention and provoked a
nationwide crisis of conscience within Ireland, Down by the River combines
passionately held principle and rich, evocative language and imagery to
transform a dark drama of violence and suppressed emotions into a work of art
that is universal, cathartic, and sublime.
• Down by the River was a national bestseller--#1 on Newsday list.
• Reviews of Down by the River are some of the best of O'Brien's distinguished
career.
• O'Brien's previous novel, The House of Splendid Isolation, is now in its 7th
printing in Plume.
• Renaissance of interest in Irish literature and culture has potential to draw a
whole new audience to this important and quintessentially Irish writer.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Miller:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Down by the River can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.

Bruce Crawford:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Down by the River which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Alice Walker:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Down by the River. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Pearl Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Down
by the River.
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