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Gender issues continue to be a prominent concern of academics and policy-
makers, and increasingly arise in various forms to be debated in the public sphere
and popular media. But what exactly do we mean by gender? How can we best
understand gender differences? How are current gender relations changing? What
new paths are ‘femininity’ and ‘masculinity’ taking? What would it be like to
live in a society in which differences of gender were transcended?

In this new edition of her popular and highly lauded book, Harriet Bradley
provides an introduction to the concept of gender and the different theoretical
approaches which have developed within gender studies. Utilizing life narratives,
she investigates processes of gendering in three important spheres of
contemporary social life: production, reproduction and consumption. The book
highlights the centrality of gender in everyday life and shows how thinking about
gender is influenced by changing political contexts. As well as updating the
discussion with the latest scholarship, political concerns and economic data, the
new edition pays closer attention to intersectionality and hybrid identities, as well
as exploring the complexities of contemporary relations of masculinity and
femininity in the light of new feminist activities.

This lively and accessible book will be of interest to students across the social
sciences, as well as anyone interested in contemporary relations between women
and men.
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Gender issues continue to be a prominent concern of academics and policy-makers, and increasingly arise in
various forms to be debated in the public sphere and popular media. But what exactly do we mean by
gender? How can we best understand gender differences? How are current gender relations changing? What
new paths are ‘femininity’ and ‘masculinity’ taking? What would it be like to live in a society in which
differences of gender were transcended?

In this new edition of her popular and highly lauded book, Harriet Bradley provides an introduction to the
concept of gender and the different theoretical approaches which have developed within gender studies.
Utilizing life narratives, she investigates processes of gendering in three important spheres of contemporary
social life: production, reproduction and consumption. The book highlights the centrality of gender in
everyday life and shows how thinking about gender is influenced by changing political contexts. As well as
updating the discussion with the latest scholarship, political concerns and economic data, the new edition
pays closer attention to intersectionality and hybrid identities, as well as exploring the complexities of
contemporary relations of masculinity and femininity in the light of new feminist activities.

This lively and accessible book will be of interest to students across the social sciences, as well as anyone
interested in contemporary relations between women and men.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This new edition of Gender provides a highly accessible overview of the changing understanding of this
powerful social construct. Using a narrative story-telling approach, Harriet Bradley shifts seamlessly
between analyses of how gender shapes everyday life and discussions of how it is deployed in various
institutions. By weaving together her own experience of gendered processes with the structural practices of
consumption, production, and reproduction in local and international contexts, Bradley gives new meaning to
“the personal is political”.’
Nancy Naples, University of Connecticut

‘Harriet Bradley has succeeded in producing a unique and extremely engaging introduction to the complex
concept of “gender” which will invigorate scholars at all levels. Dispelling any notion that either feminist
theory or gender analysis are passé, she deftly interweaves theoretical exegesis, analysis of contemporary
social and political issues, and vignettes which illustrate gender as a lived experience.’
Barbara L. Marshall, Trent University, Canada

‘The first edition of Gender has become an indispensable guide to sociological debates in the field. This
revised edition is even better. Harriet Bradley turns her clear analytical gaze on the changing nature of
gender relations in an era of austerity, seeing both optimistic and pessimistic trends in the emergence of a
new politics of gender.’
Linda McDowell, University of Oxford

About the Author
Harriet Bradley is emeritus professor of sociology at the University of Bristol.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Fugate:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Gender book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Gender content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Gender is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Archie Beard:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities



will not happen with you if you take Gender as your daily resource information.

Erik Hilyard:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Gender it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Alice Ressler:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Gender is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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