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Recognized by historians and politicians as a model for European unity,
Switzerland is nonetheless a difficult country to understand as a whole. Whereas
individual Swiss cities have strong identities in the international political,
cultural, and economic arenas, the country itself seems to be less than the sum of
its parts. To capture the elusive spirit of Switzerland, four eminent writers
explore the roots of its political unity and cultural diversity in a series of urban
portraits. Their observations make for both good storytelling and insightful social
commentary.

Nicolas Bouvier offers a quick-paced history of Geneva--the city John Calvin
had envisioned as a radiating center of godliness, international in its scope and
legal in its methods--the home of the Red Cross and the League of Nations and,
since 1945, the location of numerous disarmament and diplomatic conferences.
Gordon Craig examines Zurich, the city of the militant religious reformer
Huldrych Zwingli, whose centralizing political zeal was harnessed by subsequent
generations of Zurichers to lead Switzerland in its modernization. Today's
economically powerful Zurich is analyzed in terms of its liberal past as a refuge
for political activists and artists, and in terms of its current generational divisions
on moral and cultural questions. Finally, Lionel Gossman explores the
conciliatory Basel of Erasmus, showing how vigorous independence,
resourcefulness, and remembrance of its humanist traditions shaped the city's
culture and economy. Tying together important themes in the histories of these
cities, Carl Schorske focuses his introduction on how Switzerland has capitalized
on their cultural differences and refined the art of political negotiation to serve a
wide range of civic interests.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
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difficult country to understand as a whole. Whereas individual Swiss cities have strong identities in the
international political, cultural, and economic arenas, the country itself seems to be less than the sum of its
parts. To capture the elusive spirit of Switzerland, four eminent writers explore the roots of its political unity
and cultural diversity in a series of urban portraits. Their observations make for both good storytelling and
insightful social commentary.

Nicolas Bouvier offers a quick-paced history of Geneva--the city John Calvin had envisioned as a radiating
center of godliness, international in its scope and legal in its methods--the home of the Red Cross and the
League of Nations and, since 1945, the location of numerous disarmament and diplomatic conferences.
Gordon Craig examines Zurich, the city of the militant religious reformer Huldrych Zwingli, whose
centralizing political zeal was harnessed by subsequent generations of Zurichers to lead Switzerland in its
modernization. Today's economically powerful Zurich is analyzed in terms of its liberal past as a refuge for
political activists and artists, and in terms of its current generational divisions on moral and cultural
questions. Finally, Lionel Gossman explores the conciliatory Basel of Erasmus, showing how vigorous
independence, resourcefulness, and remembrance of its humanist traditions shaped the city's culture and
economy. Tying together important themes in the histories of these cities, Carl Schorske focuses his
introduction on how Switzerland has capitalized on their cultural differences and refined the art of political
negotiation to serve a wide range of civic interests.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[The book] is reminiscent of the best of in-depth journalism and can be recommended to any intellectual
who ... is planning to sojourn in Switzerland."--Canadian Journal of History

About the Author
Gordon A. Craig is J.E. Wallace Sterling Professor of Humanities, Emeritus, at Stanford University. He is
the author of numerous books including The Politics of the Prussian Army, 1640-1945 (1955), and Force and
Statecraft

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and
National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Ruby Pritchett:

The guide untitled Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library)
is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Geneva, Zurich,
Basel: History, Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Daniel Young:

Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy
Library) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.



John Lambeth:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History,
Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library).
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