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An electrifying psychological thriller about a mother and daughter pushed
to their limits.

Shelley and her mom have been menaced long enough. Excused from high
school where a trio of bullies nearly killed her, and still reeling from her parents'
humiliating divorce, Shelley has retreated with her mother to the quiet of
Honeysuckle Cottage in the countryside. Thinking their troubles are over, they
revel in their cozy, secure life of gardening and books, hot chocolate and Brahms
by the fire. But on the eve of Shelley's sixteenth birthday, an unwelcome guest
disturbs their peace and something inside Shelley snaps. What happens next will
shatter all their certainties-about their safety, their moral convictions, the limits
of what they are willing to accept, and what they're capable of.

Debut novelist Gordon Reece has written a taut tale of gripping suspense, packed
with action both comic and terrifying. Shelley is a spellbinding narrator, and her
delectable mix of wit, irony, and innocence transforms the major current issue of
bullying into an edge- of-your-seat story of fear, violence, family loyalty, and the
outer reaches of right and wrong.
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An electrifying psychological thriller about a mother and daughter pushed to their limits.

Shelley and her mom have been menaced long enough. Excused from high school where a trio of bullies
nearly killed her, and still reeling from her parents' humiliating divorce, Shelley has retreated with her
mother to the quiet of Honeysuckle Cottage in the countryside. Thinking their troubles are over, they revel in
their cozy, secure life of gardening and books, hot chocolate and Brahms by the fire. But on the eve of
Shelley's sixteenth birthday, an unwelcome guest disturbs their peace and something inside Shelley snaps.
What happens next will shatter all their certainties-about their safety, their moral convictions, the limits of
what they are willing to accept, and what they're capable of.

Debut novelist Gordon Reece has written a taut tale of gripping suspense, packed with action both comic and
terrifying. Shelley is a spellbinding narrator, and her delectable mix of wit, irony, and innocence transforms
the major current issue of bullying into an edge- of-your-seat story of fear, violence, family loyalty, and the
outer reaches of right and wrong.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Originally from the United Kingdom, Gordon Reece studied English literature at Keble College, Oxford,
before emigrating to Spain and then Australia, where he has lived since 2005. In the UK and Spain, he has
published several illustrated children’s books and graphic novels. Mice is his American debut and first novel.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
My eyes snapped open and I was instantly wide awake. Even though I’d been sunk in the depths of a deep,
deep sleep, the unmistakable pig squeal of the fourth stair had reached that part of the brain that never sleeps.
I had no doubt what I’d heard, and I had no doubt what it meant: someone was in the house.

The fluorescent display of the alarm clock on my bedside table said 3:33.

I could feel my heart throbbing in my chest like something with a life of its own, like a rabbit writhing and
twisting in a snare that grew tighter the more it struggled. I strained to hear above the booming roar in my
temples. My ears probed outside my bedroom door—the landing, the staircase—like invisible guard dogs,
constantly sending back information: silence, silence, silence, there’s only silence, we can find nothing.
Could I have been mistaken? But I knew I wasn’t. I’d heard the fourth stair scream under a person’s weight.

Sure enough, after what seemed like an eternity of waiting there came the groan of another stair, a higher
stair: someone was in the house.

I was paralysed with fear. Since my eyes had opened I hadn’t moved a muscle. It was as if a primitive
instinct—to keep absolutely still and not make a sound until the danger had passed—had taken control of
me. Even my breathing had become so slow, so shallow that it made no sound, and didn’t move the quilt the
tiniest fraction. I thought about the rounders bat I kept under the bed “in case of burglars”, but I was
powerless to reach down to grasp it. Something stronger held me frozen and immobile. Keep still, it ordered,
don’t make a sound until the danger’s passed.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Hunnicutt:

This Mice: A Novel book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Mice: A Novel
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Mice: A Novel can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Mice: A Novel having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Frank Dawson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the



resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mice: A Novel book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Tenesha Little:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Mice: A Novel it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jonathan Zahn:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Mice: A Novel can make you feel more interested to read.
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