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“Will it play in Peoria?’ That question—only half-joking—hovers over
everything from politics to television, an acknowledgment that the Midwest is
perhaps the most emblematic regions of the United States today. Stereotypes both
good and bad abound about Midwesterners, but in thisincisive yet poignant
book, John Jakle reveals arich and telling portrait of the contemporary Midwest
and its people.

In engaging prose, Jakle chronicles his childhood and adult life in the Midwest
interwoven with alook at the region’s geographic and cultura history. My Kind
of Midwest reveals that the region is more than just a group of “flyover states,” as
Jakle tells a engaging narrative that recounts his youthful explorations of the
flourishing cities of Detroit and Chicago in the 1940s; the rapid growth and
importance of gateway cities such as Omaha, Kansas City, and Cincinnati along
the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers; and the integral role of tourism to
Midwestern states' economies.

An intimate and compelling narrative of one man’s connection to the American
landscape, My Kind of Midwest will be essential reading for all those with ties to
the heartland.
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“Will it play in Peoria?’ That question—only half-joking—hovers over everything from politics to
television, an acknowledgment that the Midwest is perhaps the most emblematic regions of the United States
today. Stereotypes both good and bad abound about Midwesterners, but in thisincisive yet poignant book,
John Jakle reveal s arich and telling portrait of the contemporary Midwest and its people.

In engaging prose, Jakle chronicles his childhood and adult life in the Midwest interwoven with alook at the
region’s geographic and cultural history. My Kind of Midwest reveals that the region is more than just a
group of “flyover states,” as Jakle tells a engaging narrative that recounts his youthful explorations of the
flourishing cities of Detroit and Chicago in the 1940s; the rapid growth and importance of gateway cities
such as Omaha, Kansas City, and Cincinnati along the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers; and the
integral role of tourism to Midwestern states’ economies.

An intimate and compelling narrative of one man’s connection to the American landscape, My Kind of
Midwest will be essential reading for all those with tiesto the heartland.
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Editorial Review
Review

“My Kind of Midwest is an original take on auniquely American region. | can think of no other book with
which it compares. Jakle not only describes the essence of the Midwest as a place informed by his own life
experiences, but he also explains how human geography can effectively evoke the reality of aregion aslarge
and complex asthe Midwest.”

(Karl Raitz, University of Kentucky)

“As someone whose age, regional background, and professional interests are similar to the author’s, My Kind
of Midwest was somewhat eerie to read. Move the setting a few hundred miles west and Jakl€e' s life seemsto
be mine—even down to the part about two daughters. Jakle has captured his (and my) home place well, and
al of hisarguments and observations ring absolutely true. The book is both warm and wise.”

(James R. Shortridge, University of Kansas)
About the Author

John A. Jakle taught for more than thirty years in the departments of geography and landscape architecture
at the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is the author or coauthor of a dozen books, including
the award-winning Motoring: The Highway Experience in America and City Lights: [lluminating the
American Night.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Emma Englund:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline My Kind of
Midwest: Omahato Ohio (Center for American Places - My Kind of . . . series) suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled My Kind of Midwest: Omaha
to Ohio (Center for American Places - My Kind of . . . series)is the main one of several books this everyone
read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you awide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Phillip Hicks:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about



the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them isthis My
Kind of Midwest: Omahato Ohio (Center for American Places- My Kind of . . . series).

Barbara Kelley:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnicin
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center for American
Places- My Kind of . . . series) can be very good book to read. May beit isusually best activity to you.

George Williams;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this My Kind of Midwest: Omahato Ohio
(Center for American Places - My Kind of . . . series) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism My Kind of Midwest: Omahato Ohio (Center for American Places- My Kind of . . . series) as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't ascertain
book by itsinclude, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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