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A spirited portrait of the colorful, irrepressible, and iconoclastic American
collector who fearlessly advanced the cause of modern art

One of twentieth-century America’s most influential patrons of the arts, Peggy
Guggenheim (1898–1979) brought to wide public attention the work of such
modern masters as Jackson Pollock and Man Ray. In her time, there was no
stronger advocate for the groundbreaking and the avant-garde. Her midtown
gallery was the acknowledged center of the postwar New York art scene, and her
museum on the Grand Canal in Venice remains one of the world’s great
collections of modern art. Yet as renowned as she was for the art and artists she
so tirelessly championed, Guggenheim was equally famous for her
unconventional personal life, and for her ironic, playful desire to shock.
 
Acclaimed best-selling author Francine Prose offers a singular reading of
Guggenheim’s life that will enthrall enthusiasts of twentieth-century art, as well
as anyone interested in American and European culture and the interrelationships
between them. The lively and insightful narrative follows Guggenheim through
virtually every aspect of her extraordinary life, from her unique collecting habits
and paradigm-changing discoveries, to her celebrity friendships, failed marriages,
and scandalous affairs, and Prose delivers a colorful portrait of a defiantly
uncompromising woman who maintained a powerful upper hand in a male-
dominated world. Prose also explores the ways in which Guggenheim’s image
was filtered through the lens of insidious antisemitism.
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A spirited portrait of the colorful, irrepressible, and iconoclastic American collector who fearlessly
advanced the cause of modern art

One of twentieth-century America’s most influential patrons of the arts, Peggy Guggenheim (1898–1979)
brought to wide public attention the work of such modern masters as Jackson Pollock and Man Ray. In her
time, there was no stronger advocate for the groundbreaking and the avant-garde. Her midtown gallery was
the acknowledged center of the postwar New York art scene, and her museum on the Grand Canal
in Venice remains one of the world’s great collections of modern art. Yet as renowned as she was for the art
and artists she so tirelessly championed, Guggenheim was equally famous for her unconventional personal
life, and for her ironic, playful desire to shock.
 
Acclaimed best-selling author Francine Prose offers a singular reading of Guggenheim’s life that will
enthrall enthusiasts of twentieth-century art, as well as anyone interested in American and European culture
and the interrelationships between them. The lively and insightful narrative follows Guggenheim through
virtually every aspect of her extraordinary life, from her unique collecting habits and paradigm-changing
discoveries, to her celebrity friendships, failed marriages, and scandalous affairs, and Prose delivers a
colorful portrait of a defiantly uncompromising woman who maintained a powerful upper hand in a male-
dominated world. Prose also explores the ways in which Guggenheim’s image was filtered through the lens
of insidious antisemitism.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A whirlwind tour in a compact, peppy car through the tumultuous life of the most famous patron of modern
art.”—Prudence Peiffer, Artforum
(Prudence Peiffer Artforum)

“Prose . . . is determined not to miss either the strangeness or the marvelousness of her subject. Guggenheim,
that ‘intelligent, determined woman,’ will no longer be quite so easily dismissed after Prose’s incisive book.
Unlucky in so much else, Peggy Guggenheim is certainly fortunate in her generous and bighearted
biographer.”—Christopher Benfey, New York Review of Books
(Christopher Benfey New York Review of Books)

"An adroit and lively portrait."—Kirkus Reviews
(Kirkus Reviews)

“Lively, complex, and inclined to shock, Guggenheim (1898–1979), the modern art collector, emerges as the
embodiment of the age in Prose’s judicious biography.”—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

"Prose skillfully blends the events of Guggenheim's experience with details about the 20th-century art scene,
all in a vivid setting of time and place. Her depictions of key artists, family members, husbands, and others
are distinctive in their complexity of character and contribute to a deeper understanding of the personal and
professional facets of this enigmatic woman. . . . This finely researched and well-written work honestly
examines the often disturbing world of an acclaimed figure."—Library Journal
(Library Journal)

“This is a smart and entertaining book about the life of a woman who is difficult to get a handle on . . . Prose
is subtle about the ins and outs of Guggenheim’s behavior As a novelist herself, she does not pass judgment
but attempts to let us see the selfish, hurtful ( her daughter a suicide) but also generous manner in which
Guggenheim literally swung her way through life.”—Svetlana Alpers, Key Reporter
(Svetlana Alpers Key Reporter)

"With fresh insights and illuminating details, Prose vividly tells the poignant and remarkable story of this
complex, combative, and passionate art champion and innovator, who weathered misogyny, anti-Semitism,
betrayal, and her own demons to help build an audience for modern art."—Donna Seaman, Booklist
(Donna Seaman Booklist)

“This excellent short biography appears in Yale’s “Jewish Lives” series, and Prose is a subtle and attentive
chronicler…”—Kathryn Hughes, Guardian
(Kathryn Hughes The Guardian 2015-10-24)

“Prose situates Guggenheim right in the middle of the Modernist, as a new kind of woman who is hard to
define, and in that she is a perfect product and reflection of her age, never less than fascinating. Without her,
modern art would be much the poorer.”—Lesley McDowell, Independent on Sunday
(Lesley McDowell Independent on Sunday 2015-11-08)



“By describing fairly the limits of her wealth, and the nous with which she spent it, Prose does justice to this
great modern Maecenas.”—Iona McLaren, Daily Telegraph
(Iona McLaren Daily Telegraph 2015-11-08)

"Vibrant."—New Yorker
(New Yorker)

“This succinct biography of one of the last century’s greatest collectors is an elegantly written account of the
difficult and controversial life of Peggy Guggenheim”—Marina Vaizey, Art Newspaper
(Marina Vaizey Art Newspaper 2016-02-01)

“Prose has in an accessible and interesting fashion drawn our attention to Peggy Guggenheim’s
independence, brilliance, and willing[ness] to put herself out there for the cause in a world dominated by
both anti-Semitism . . . and male chauvinism.”—Robert F. Barsky, AmeriQuests
(Robert F. Barsky AmeriQuests 2016-01-01)

About the Author

New York Times best-selling author and National Book Award finalist Francine Prose has written more than
twenty works of fiction and nonfiction, including Caravaggio and Reading Like a Writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

The ability that you get from Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives) is the more deep
you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Peggy Guggenheim: The
Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives) instantly.

Catherine Gabel:

The guide untitled Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives) is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the
Modern (Jewish Lives) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Yvonne Casey:

Beside this kind of Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives) in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are



going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Erna Taylor:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Peggy Guggenheim: The Shock of the Modern (Jewish Lives).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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