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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize

Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe
and Russia unfolds the magnificent story of Peter the Great, crowned co-tsar at
the age of ten. Robert K. Massie delves deep into the life of this captivating
historical figure, chronicling the pivotal events that shaped a boy into a
legend—including his “incognito” travels in Europe, his unquenchable curiosity
about Western ways, his obsession with the sea and establishment of the
stupendous Russian navy, his creation of an unbeatable army, his transformation
of Russia, and his relationships with those he loved most: Catherine, the robust
yet gentle peasant, his loving mistress, wife, and successor; and Menshikov, the
charming, bold, unscrupulous prince who rose to wealth and power through
Peter’s friendship. Impetuous and stubborn, generous and cruel, tender and
unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great is
brought fully to life.
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Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe and Russia unfolds the
magnificent story of Peter the Great, crowned co-tsar at the age of ten. Robert K. Massie delves deep into the
life of this captivating historical figure, chronicling the pivotal events that shaped a boy into a
legend—including his “incognito” travels in Europe, his unquenchable curiosity about Western ways, his
obsession with the sea and establishment of the stupendous Russian navy, his creation of an unbeatable
army, his transformation of Russia, and his relationships with those he loved most: Catherine, the robust yet
gentle peasant, his loving mistress, wife, and successor; and Menshikov, the charming, bold, unscrupulous
prince who rose to wealth and power through Peter’s friendship. Impetuous and stubborn, generous and
cruel, tender and unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great is brought fully to
life.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Enthralling . . . as fascinating as any novel and more so than most.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Urgently readable . . . the work of a master of narrative history.”—Newsweek

“Written in a style that combines vigor, clarity, and sensitivity . . . should be the envy of historians and
novelists alike.”—Chicago Sun-Times
 
“Fascinating . . . an absorbing book.”—The Plain Dealer
 
“Exceptional.”—The New Yorker

From the Inside Flap
"Enthralling . . . As fascinating as any novel and more so than most." The New York Times Book Review
The Pulitzer Prize-Winning Bestseller by the author of DREADNOUGHT.
Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe and Russia unfolds the
magnificent story of Peter the Great, one of the most extraordinary rulers in history. Impetuous and stubborn,
generous and cruel, tender and unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great is
brought fully to life in this exceptional biography.

About the Author
Robert K. Massie was born in Lexington, Kentucky, and studied American history at Yale and European
history at Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar. He was president of the Authors Guild from 1987
to 1991. His books include Nicholas and Alexandra, Peter the Great: His Life and World (for which he won
a Pulitzer Prize for biography), The Romanovs: The Final Chapter, Dreadnought: Britain, Germany, and the
Coming of the Great War, Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the Winning of the Great War at Sea, and
Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

The book Peter the Great: His Life and World can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Peter the Great:
His Life and World? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Peter the
Great: His Life and World has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Tracy Lindsey:

Often the book Peter the Great: His Life and World has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to



read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

Nicholas Gober:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Peter the Great: His Life and World can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Carrie Mathis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Peter the Great: His Life and World was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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