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The Hindu pantheon is rich in images of the divine feminine—deities
representing a wide range of symbolic, social, and meditative meanings. David
Kinsley's new book documents a highly unusual group of ten Hindu tantric
goddesses, the Mahavidyas, many of whom are strongly associated with sexuality
and violence. What is one to make of a goddess who cuts her own head off, or
one who prefers sex with a corpse? The Mahavidyas embody habits, attributes, or
identities usually considered repulsive or socially subversive and can be viewed
as "antimodels" for women. Yet it is within the context of tantric worship that
devotees seek to identify themselves with these forbidding goddesses. The
Mahavidyas seem to function as "awakeners"—symbols which help to project
one's consciousness beyond the socially acceptable or predictable.

Drawing on a broad range of Sanskrit and vernacular texts as well as extensive
research in India, including written and oral interpretations of contemporary
Hindu practitioners, Kinsley describes the unusual qualities of each of the
Mahavidyas and traces the parallels between their underlying themes. Especially
valuable are the many rare and fascinating images he presents—each important
to grasping the significance of the goddesses. Written in an accessible, engaging
style, Kinsley's book provides a comprehensive understanding of the Mahavidyas
and is also an overview of Hindu tantric practice.
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The Hindu pantheon is rich in images of the divine feminine—deities representing a wide range of symbolic,
social, and meditative meanings. David Kinsley's new book documents a highly unusual group of ten Hindu
tantric goddesses, the Mahavidyas, many of whom are strongly associated with sexuality and violence. What
is one to make of a goddess who cuts her own head off, or one who prefers sex with a corpse? The
Mahavidyas embody habits, attributes, or identities usually considered repulsive or socially subversive and
can be viewed as "antimodels" for women. Yet it is within the context of tantric worship that devotees seek
to identify themselves with these forbidding goddesses. The Mahavidyas seem to function as
"awakeners"—symbols which help to project one's consciousness beyond the socially acceptable or
predictable.

Drawing on a broad range of Sanskrit and vernacular texts as well as extensive research in India, including
written and oral interpretations of contemporary Hindu practitioners, Kinsley describes the unusual qualities
of each of the Mahavidyas and traces the parallels between their underlying themes. Especially valuable are
the many rare and fascinating images he presents—each important to grasping the significance of the
goddesses. Written in an accessible, engaging style, Kinsley's book provides a comprehensive understanding
of the Mahavidyas and is also an overview of Hindu tantric practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a far-ranging and impressively comprehensive book... Kinsley's book will set a new standard for the
kind of thorough scholarship that can and ideally should be brought to bear upon the interpretation of Hindu
goddesses and Tantric deities. --Miranda Shaw

A wonderful study of these of fascinating and clorful goddessess.. Readable and engaging...this is a very
important work. --Kathleen Erndl

From the Inside Flap

"A far-ranging and impressively comprehensive book with exemplary iconographic analyses. Kinsley has
drawn together a group of rare, stunning, and fascinating images."—Miranda Shaw, author of Passionate
Enlightenment

From the Back Cover
"A far-ranging and impressively comprehensive book with exemplary iconographic analyses. Kinsley has
drawn together a group of rare, stunning, and fascinating images."--Miranda Shaw, author of "Passionate
Enlightenment

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hattie Leclair:

Exactly why? Because this Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Leona Hicks:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Tantric
Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for
your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Dorothea Profitt:

You may get this Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Timothy Wingo:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas when you desired it?
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