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Consciousness is undoubtedly one of the last remaining scientific mysteries and
hence one of the greatest contemporary scientific challenges. How does the
brain's activity result in the rich phenomenology that characterizes our waking
life? Are animals conscious? Why did consciousness evolve? How does science
proceed to answer such questions? Can we define what consciousness is? Can we
measure it? Can we use experimental results to further our understanding of
disorders of consciousness, such as those seen in schizophrenia, delirium, or
altered states of consciousness?

These questions are at the heart of contemporary research in the domain.
Answering them requires a fundamentally interdisciplinary approach that
engages not only philosophers, but also neuroscientists and psychologistsin a
joint effort to develop novel approaches that reflect both the stunning recent
advances in imaging methods as well as the continuing refinement of our
concepts of consciousness.

In thislight, the Oxford Companion to Consciousness is the most complete
authoritative survey of contemporary research on consciousness. Five yearsin
the making and including over 250 concise entries written by leadersin thefield,
the volume covers both fundamental knowledge as well as more recent advances
in this rapidly changing domain. Structured as an easy-to-use dictionary and
extensively cross-referenced, the Companion offers contributions from
philosophy of mind to neuroscience, from experimental psychology to clinical
findings, so reflecting the profoundly interdisciplinary nature of the domain.
Particular care has been taken to ensure that each of the entriesis accessibleto
the general reader and that the overall volume represents a comprehensive
snapshot of the contemporary study of consciousness. The result is a unique
compendium that will prove indispensable to anyone interested in consciousness,
from beginning students wishing to clarify a concept to professional
consciousness researchers looking for the best characterization of a particular
phenomenon.
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Consciousness is undoubtedly one of the last remaining scientific mysteries and hence one of the greatest
contemporary scientific challenges. How does the brain's activity result in the rich phenomenology that
characterizes our waking life? Are animals conscious? Why did consciousness evolve? How does science
proceed to answer such questions? Can we define what consciousness is? Can we measure it? Can we use
experimental results to further our understanding of disorders of consciousness, such asthose seenin
schizophrenia, delirium, or altered states of consciousness?

These questions are at the heart of contemporary research in the domain. Answering them requires a
fundamentally interdisciplinary approach that engages not only philosophers, but also neuroscientists and
psychologistsin ajoint effort to develop novel approaches that reflect both the stunning recent advancesin
imaging methods as well as the continuing refinement of our concepts of consciousness.

In this light, the Oxford Companion to Consciousness is the most complete authoritative survey of
contemporary research on consciousness. Five yearsin the making and including over 250 concise entries
written by leadersin the field, the volume covers both fundamental knowledge as well as more recent
advancesin this rapidly changing domain. Structured as an easy-to-use dictionary and extensively cross-
referenced, the Companion offers contributions from philosophy of mind to neuroscience, from experimental
psychology to clinical findings, so reflecting the profoundly interdisciplinary nature of the domain. Particular
care has been taken to ensure that each of the entries is accessible to the general reader and that the overall
volume represents a comprehensive snapshot of the contemporary study of consciousness. Theresultisa
unique compendium that will prove indispensable to anyone interested in consciousness, from beginning
students wishing to clarify a concept to professional consciousness researchers looking for the best
characterization of a particular phenomenon.
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Editorial Review

Review

Review from previous edition: "The editoris have done afine job of including the most topical, up-to-date,
and encompassing survey of important data, concepts, theories, and methods suitable to this 21st century
interdisciplinary field." --Psych Critiques - Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books March 2010

About the Author

Tim Bayne, University Lecturer in the Philosophy of Mind, University of Oxford and Fellow of S.
Catherine's College, University of Oxford, UK,Axel Cleeremans, Research Director with the Fonds de la
Recherche Scientifique and a professor of cognitive psychology, Universite Libre de Bruxelles,
Belgium,Patrick Wilken, Former Director of the Association for the Scientific Sudy of Consciousness and
founder of the electronic interdisciplinary consciousness studies journal Psyche, School of Mind and Brain,
Humbol dt University, Berlin, Germany

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen Strickland:

The book The Oxford Companion to Consciousness gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Oxford
Companion to Consciousness being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like
available and read a publication The Oxford Companion to Consciousness. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Marcus Casale:

This The Oxford Companion to Consciousness book is not ordinary book, you have it then theworld isin
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This
specific The Oxford Companion to Consciousness without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Oxford Companion to Consciousness can
bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
haveit inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Oxford Companion to Consciousness having
fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Edna Bar nett:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading



book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new details. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Oxford Companion to Consciousness, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Judy Brown:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Oxford Companion to
Consciousness is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you
did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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