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The first volume of James T. Farrell's remarkable Studs Lonigan trilogy

An American classic in the vein of John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath, the
first book of James T. Farrell's powerful Studs Lonigan trilogy covers five
months of the young hero's life in 1916, when he is sixteen years old. In this
relentlessly naturalistic yet richly complex portrait, Studs is carried along by his
swaggering and shortsighted companions, his narrow family, and his educational
and religious background toward a fate that he resists yet cannot escape.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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An American classic in the vein of John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath, the first book of James T.
Farrell's powerful Studs Lonigan trilogy covers five months of the young hero's life in 1916, when he is
sixteen years old. In this relentlessly naturalistic yet richly complex portrait, Studs is carried along by his
swaggering and shortsighted companions, his narrow family, and his educational and religious background
toward a fate that he resists yet cannot escape.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-
to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I read Studs Lonigan my freshman year at Harvard, and it changed my life. . . . I couldn't get over the
discovery. I wanted to write"

"Farrell was perhaps the most powerful naturalist who ever worked in the American tradition. . . .
Passionately honest and passionately narrow, he brought to his novels the intensity of an autobiographical
mission as tortured and complex in its way as Proust."

About the Author
James Thomas Farrell (1904–1979) was born in Chicago to a struggling family of second-generation Irish
Catholic immigrants. In 1907, his father, James Farrell, a teamster unable to support his growing family,
placed young Jim with his maternal grandparents. It was his grandparents’ neighborhood in Chicago’s South
Fifties that would provide the background to Farrell’s Studs Lonigan trilogy. Farrell worked his way
through the University of Chicago, shedding his Catholic upbringing and absorbing the works of William
James, John Dewey, Sigmund Freud, while reading widely in American and European literature: Herman
Melville, Sherwood Anderson, H. L. Mencken, Sinclair Lewis, and James Joyce were critical influences on
his literary development. “Slob” (1929), his first published story, was also his first render ing of the real life
“Studs Lonigan,” a young man he had known growing up in Chicago. Farrell’s first novel, Young Lonigan
was published in 1932, followed by The Young Manhood of Studs Lonigan (1934) and Judgment Day
(1935)—the three volumes making up his celebrated Studs Lonigan trilogy. A prolific writer, Farrell left
more than fifty books of stories and novels behind him when he died in 1979. Alongside his masterpiece
Studs Lonigan, Farrell’s best-known works include the Danny O’Neill novels, A World I Never Made, No
Star is Lost, Father and Son, and My Days of Anger. James T. Farrell’s Studs Lonigan trilogy is also
available in Penguin Classics.

Ann Douglas teaches English at Columbia University. Her books include Terrible Honesty: Mongrel
Manhattan in the 1920s and The Feminization of American Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

The book Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) to get your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve Young Lonigan (Penguin
Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Frankie Graybill:

This Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your



hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) can bring once
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) having good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Haney:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Young Lonigan (Penguin
Classics) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Brandy Brobst:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled Young Lonigan (Penguin Classics) can be fine book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.
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