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This is the true story of a wild dancing epidemic that brought death and fear to a
16th-century city, and the terrifying supernatural beliefs from which it arose. In
July 1518 a terrifying and mysterious plague struck the medieval city of
Strasbourg. Hundreds of men and women danced wildly, day after day, in the
punishing summer heat. They did not want to dance, but could not stop.
Throughout August and early September more and more were seized by the same
terrible compulsion. By the time the epidemic subsided, heat and exhaustion had
claimed an unfold number of lives, leaving thousands bewildered and bereaved,
and an enduring enigma for future generations. Drawing on fresh evidence, John
Waller's account of the bizarre events of 1518 explains why Strasbourg's dancing
plague took place. In doing so it leads us into a largely vanished world, evoking
the sights, sounds, aromas, diseases and hardships, the fervent supernaturalism,
and the desperate hedonism of the late medieval world. At the same time, the
extraordinary story this book tells offers rich insights into how people behave
when driven beyond the limits of endurance. Above all, this is an exploration into
the strangest capabilities of the human mind and the extremes to which fear and
irrationality can lead us.
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This is the true story of a wild dancing epidemic that brought death and fear to a 16th-century city, and the
terrifying supernatural beliefs from which it arose. In July 1518 a terrifying and mysterious plague struck the
medieval city of Strasbourg. Hundreds of men and women danced wildly, day after day, in the punishing
summer heat. They did not want to dance, but could not stop. Throughout August and early September more
and more were seized by the same terrible compulsion. By the time the epidemic subsided, heat and
exhaustion had claimed an unfold number of lives, leaving thousands bewildered and bereaved, and an
enduring enigma for future generations. Drawing on fresh evidence, John Waller's account of the bizarre
events of 1518 explains why Strasbourg's dancing plague took place. In doing so it leads us into a largely
vanished world, evoking the sights, sounds, aromas, diseases and hardships, the fervent supernaturalism, and
the desperate hedonism of the late medieval world. At the same time, the extraordinary story this book tells
offers rich insights into how people behave when driven beyond the limits of endurance. Above all, this is an
exploration into the strangest capabilities of the human mind and the extremes to which fear and irrationality
can lead us.
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From reader reviews:

Lanita Hill:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the
Dancing Plague of 1518.

Ciara Wolfe:

A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing
Plague of 1518 however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.

Wendell Holloway:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 can
make you experience more interested to read.

Dennis Carson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518
when you required it?
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