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44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 7

Theresidentsand neighbor s of 44 Scotland Street and the city of Edinburgh
cometovivid lifein these gently satirical, wonderfully perceptive serial
novels, featuring six-year-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just ask
hismother.

If you haven't met the residents of 44 Scotland Street yet, there is no better time,
since everyone seems to be in the midst of new beginnings.

New parents Matthew and Elspeth must muddle through the difficulties of
raising their triplets Rognvald, Tobermory and Fegus—there's normal slegp
deprivation, and then there's trying to tell the children apart from one another.
Angus and Domenica are newly engaged, and now they must negotiate the
complex merger of two households. Domenicais also forced to deal with the
return of an old flame, while Big Lou has begun the search for anew one, boldly
exploring the new world of online dating and coming up with an
Elvisimpersonator on thefirst try. And in Bertie' s family, there's a shift in power
as hisfather Stuart starts to stand up to overbearing mother, Irene—and then
there' s Bertie, who has been thinking that he might want to start over with anew
family and so puts himself up for adoption on eBay. With his signature charm
and gentle wit Alexander McCall Smith vividly portrays the lives of Edinburgh’s
most unique and beloved characters.
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Theresidents and neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of Edinburgh cometo vivid lifein these
gently satirical, wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring six-year-old Bertie, aremarkably
precocious boy—just ask his mother.

If you haven’'t met the residents of 44 Scotland Street yet, there is no better time, since everyone seemsto
be in the midst of new beginnings.

New parents Matthew and Elspeth must muddle through the difficulties of raising their triplets Rognvald,
Tobermory and Fegus—there's normal sleep deprivation, and then there's trying to tell the children apart
from one another. Angus and Domenica are newly engaged, and now they must negotiate the complex
merger of two households. Domenicais also forced to deal with the return of an old flame, while Big Lou
has begun the search for a new one, boldly exploring the new world of online dating and coming up with an
Elvisimpersonator on thefirst try. And in Bertie’' s family, there's a shift in power as his father Stuart starts to
stand up to overbearing mother, Irene—and then there’ s Bertie, who has been thinking that he might want to
start over with anew family and so puts himself up for adoption on eBay. With his signature charm and
gentle wit Alexander McCall Smith vividly portrays the lives of Edinburgh’s most unique and beloved
characters.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Bertie is a six-and-a-half-year-old boy in Edinburgh who is so unhappy with his mother-
driven schedule of yoga, Italian lessons, and a weekly visit to a psychotherapist that he puts himself up for
adoption on eBay. He lives with his well-meaning but weak father and domineering mother in awell-
appointed but loveless flat on Scotland Street. This upscale apartment building, the setting for McCall
Smith’s Scotland Street series, also houses a cultural anthropologist, soon to marry a portrait painter, and it
used to hold the gels, ointments, mirrors, and wardrobe used by Bruce, the beyond-handsome narcissist who
fascinates the art student Pat (McCall Smith saysit’s like a cobra fascinating a mouse). The prolific McCall
Smith, who also produces the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and the Corduroy Mansions series,
writes the Scotland Street novelsin serial form for The Scotsman, appearing daily severa months ayear. He
moves from vignette to vignette within the flat and in greater Edinburgh, always moving his characters' fates
forward bit by bit, meeting in the apartment house hallway by meeting at Big Lou’ s café or meeting at the
wine bar. The plotlines, now spanning seven novels, are devilishly clever, but readers may well value even
more McCall Smith’swit and his characters' conversations and reflections on happiness, loneliness, and
love. Often droll, often touching, the Scotland Street stories are always delightful to read. --Connie Fletcher

Review
"Devilishly clever. . . . Often droll, often touching, the Scotland Street stories are always delightful to read.”
--Booklist (starred review)

"Eighty more bite-sized chapters bring curious readers up to date on the latest doings at 44 Scotland Street
and its Edinburgh environs. . . . The neighborhood’ s legion of fans will devour each chapter and be sorry
when they’ ve turned the last page.”

--Kirkus Reviews

“Full of charm, gentleness and penetrating insight.”
—The Daily Express (Scotland)

“Y ou see the whole extent of McCall Smith’s gentle comedy of manners. . . . While it iswritten with
abundant wit . . . there are equally large dollops of wisdom too.”
—Scotland on Sunday

Praise for the 44 Scotland Street Series

“Sweet . .. Graceful ... Wonderful. . . . Gentle but powerfully addicting fiction.”
—Entertainment Weekly

“McCall Smith’s assessments of fellow humans are piercing and profound. . . . [His] depictions of Edinburgh
arevivid and seamless.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“Irresistible . . . Packed with the charming characters, piercing perceptions and shrewd yet generous humor
that have become McCall Smith’s cachet.”
—Chicago Sun-Times

“McCall Smith's plots offer wit, charm, and intrigue in equal doses.”


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

—Richmond Times-Dispatch

“The most genia of writers and the most gentle of satirists. . . . [The] charactersare great fun . . . [and]
McCall Smith treats all of them with affection.”
—Rocky Mountain News

About the Author

Alexander McCall Smith isthe author of the international phenomenon The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, the Isabel Dalhousie series, the Portuguese Irregular Verbs series, the 44 Scotland Street series, and
the Corduroy Mansions series. He is professor emeritus of medical law at the University of Edinburghin
Scotland and has served with many national and international organizations concerned with bioethics.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alonzo Stark:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series). Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant a new
book Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series). Y ou can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you fed uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sylvia Cunningham:

The book Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) give you a sense of fegling enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. Itis
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland
Street Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So,
how do you think about this e-book?

Pete Dominguez:

This Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) can be one
of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So,
let's haveit and revel in reading.



Caleb Hutto:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland
Street Series) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who el se read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland
Street Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one publication that
can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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