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From its founding in the late 1800s through the 1950s, Brownsville, a section of
eastern Brooklyn, was a white, predominantly Jewish, working-class
neighborhood. The famous New York district nurtured the aspirations of
thousands of upwardly mobile Americans while the infamous gangsters of
Murder, Incorporated controlled its streets. But during the 1960s, Brownsville
was stigmatized as a black and Latino ghetto, a neighborhood with one of the
city's highest crime rates. Home to the largest concentration of public housing
units in the city, Brownsville came to be viewed as emblematic of urban decline.
And yet, at the same time, the neighborhood still supported a wide variety of
grass-roots movements for social change.

The story of these two different, but in many ways similar, Brownsvilles is
compellingly told in this probing new work. Focusing on the interaction of
Brownsville residents with New York's political and institutional elites, Wendell
Pritchett shows how the profound economic and social changes of post-World
War II America affected the area. He covers a number of pivotal episodes in
Brownsville's history as well: the rise and fall of interracial organizations, the
struggles to deal with deteriorating housing, and the battles over local schools
that culminated in the famous 1968 Teachers Strike. Far from just a cautionary
tale of failed policies and institutional neglect, the story of Brownsville's
transformation, he finds, is one of mutual struggle and frustrated cooperation
among whites, blacks, and Latinos.

Ultimately, Brownsville, Brooklyn reminds us how working-class neighborhoods
have played, and continue to play, a central role in American history. It is a story
that needs to be read by all those concerned with the many challenges facing
America's cities today.
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From its founding in the late 1800s through the 1950s, Brownsville, a section of eastern Brooklyn, was a
white, predominantly Jewish, working-class neighborhood. The famous New York district nurtured the
aspirations of thousands of upwardly mobile Americans while the infamous gangsters of Murder,
Incorporated controlled its streets. But during the 1960s, Brownsville was stigmatized as a black and Latino
ghetto, a neighborhood with one of the city's highest crime rates. Home to the largest concentration of public
housing units in the city, Brownsville came to be viewed as emblematic of urban decline. And yet, at the
same time, the neighborhood still supported a wide variety of grass-roots movements for social change.

The story of these two different, but in many ways similar, Brownsvilles is compellingly told in this probing
new work. Focusing on the interaction of Brownsville residents with New York's political and institutional
elites, Wendell Pritchett shows how the profound economic and social changes of post-World War II
America affected the area. He covers a number of pivotal episodes in Brownsville's history as well: the rise
and fall of interracial organizations, the struggles to deal with deteriorating housing, and the battles over
local schools that culminated in the famous 1968 Teachers Strike. Far from just a cautionary tale of failed
policies and institutional neglect, the story of Brownsville's transformation, he finds, is one of mutual
struggle and frustrated cooperation among whites, blacks, and Latinos.

Ultimately, Brownsville, Brooklyn reminds us how working-class neighborhoods have played, and continue
to play, a central role in American history. It is a story that needs to be read by all those concerned with the
many challenges facing America's cities today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Between 1943 and 1970, Brownsville went from being a "white, predominantly Jewish, working- class
neighborhood" of 100,000 to being a 75% black/20% Puerto Rican neighborhood of 70,000. This fascinating
cultural and social analysis traces Brownsville from its economically ambitious if poor beginnings through
its rise, economic decline and current stirrings toward renaissance. Developed in the 1890s amid high land
costs, speculation and immigration, by 1907 Brownsville was known as a "Modern Tenement City." That
reputation held until the 1940s, when unplanned housing development, government neglect and white racism
destroyed the thriving neighborhood not least, the author surprisingly argues, via liberal lobbies and labor
unions pushing for "slum clearance." Pritchett, an assistant professor of history at CUNY's Baruch College,
stays close throughout to community groups, from the earliest Jewish charitable and educational societies to
the role women played in political organizing during the war years, the integrated Brownsville Boys Clubs in
the late 1940s, the beginning of black and Latino community organizing in the 1950s, the devastating effect
of white flight on longstanding Jewish religious institutions in the mid-1960s and multiracial and religious
grassroots organizing around issues such as housing and poverty. Pritchett demonstrates with empathy and
intelligence how race, ethnicity, culture and gender influence both the successes and failures of these
community groups and the community they represent.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Pritchett (history, Baruch Coll., CUNY) focuses on Brownsville, a section of Brooklyn, and its changing
fortunes in the 20th century. Through the 1950s, Brownsville was a white, predominantly Jewish, working-
class neighborhood. During the 1960s, however, it was burdened with one of New York City's highest crime
rates as well as the largest concentration of public housing in the country. Despite this troubled new
reputation as a ghetto, the neighborhood still supported a wide variety of grass-roots movements for social
change. Residents struggled to improve deteriorating housing and gain community control of public schools.
Pritchett sees the story of Brownsville as that of mutual struggle and frustrated cooperation among white,
African American, and Latino residents. Jews of Brooklyn is recommended for New York City and Judaica
collections. Brownsville, Brooklyn is recommended for New York City collections. Harry Frumerman,
formerly with Hunter Coll., New York
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
"With its street-level dissection of post-World War II urban decline, Brownsville, Brooklyn is both
refreshingly new and painfully familiar. This complex and tangled tale of neighborhood transformation, in its
emphasis on local actors, provides a nuanced portrait of persistent economic inequality, racial discrimination,
and failed government policies. Pritchett has made a significant contribution to the discussion on race and the
modern city." - Arnold Hirsch, author of Making the Second Ghetto

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that you



can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing
Face of the Ghetto (Historical Studies of Urban America) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Charles Brewster:

The e-book untitled Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (Historical
Studies of Urban America) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (Historical Studies of Urban
America) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Bruce Hardin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (Historical Studies
of Urban America) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (Historical Studies of Urban
America) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Enrique Boggs:

Beside this kind of Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (Historical
Studies of Urban America) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews, and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (Historical Studies of Urban
America) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would
not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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