
Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in
Its Golden Age

By Michael Barrier

Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age By Michael
Barrier

In Hollywood Cartoons, Michael Barrier takes us on a glorious guided tour of
American animation in the 1930s, '40s, and '50s, to meet the legendary artists and
entrepreneurs who created Bugs Bunny, Betty Boop, Mickey Mouse, Wile E.
Coyote, Donald Duck, Tom and Jerry, and many other cartoon favorites.
Beginning with black-and-white silent cartoons, Barrier offers an insightful
account, taking us inside early New York studios and such Hollywood giants as
Disney, Warner Bros., and MGM. Barrier excels at illuminating the creative side
of animation--revealing how stories are put together, how animators develop a
character, how technical innovations enhance the "realism" of cartoons. Here too
are colorful portraits of the giants of the field, from Walt and Roy Disney and
their animators, to Bill Hanna and Joe Barbera.
Based on hundreds of interviews with veteran animators, Hollywood Cartoons
gives us the definitive inside look at this colorful era and at the creative process
behind these marvelous cartoons.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The fruit of exhaustive research, from interviews with more than 200 cartoon creators to the unearthing of
piles of personal papers, dusty artwork and even hectographed memos from the 1930s, this long-awaited
survey of American animation has taken Barrier (during the 1960s, the editor and publisher of Funnyworld, a
periodical devoted to animation) more than 25 years to write. Barrier has screened thousands of films,
including hundreds of silent pictures and "almost all the short sound cartoons produced for theatrical release
by the Disney, Harmon-Ising, Schlesinger, Warner Bros., MGM, UPA, and Iwerks studios," and his
command of the material is astounding. He covers everything from creative character development to artistic
influences, budget limitations, box office returns and technological advances such as the introduction of
Xerox copiers to transfer pencil drawings directly as black lines, eliminating the inking stage. In addition to
profiles of major talents, Barrier presents glimpses of Disney's earliest sketches, the insights of film critics,
studio accountants and even psychologist Bruno Bettelheim, as well as countless anecdotes, such as one
artist's memory of Disney's new 1939 air-conditioned Burbank studio, where "any animator could pick up his
phone and call the coffee shop and have a soda delivered, or hot coffee, hot chocolate, ice creamAanything.
And a waiter would come running down the hall, with service right to your room." This cartoon cornucopia
is both a delightful entertainment and a serious study, easily ranking as the definitive overview of the
animation industry's accomplishments. In addition to the archival art and rare photos is a nice bonus of
several flip-book sequences written into the page corners.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Based on archival research and hundreds of interviews, this volume provides a comprehensive survey of
American animation up to the late 1960s. An authority on film cartoons, Barrier traces the development of
such studios as Disney, Warner Brothers, and MGM. His cast of characters includes animators like Max
Fleischer, Tex Avery, Chuck Jones, and Bill Hanna and Joe Barbera. By extension, it includes Bugs Bunny,
Mickey Mouse, Porky Pig, Gerald McBoing Boing, and a host of other wondrous creations. Barriers account
reveals the interplay between studio politics, technical innovation, and the business side of Hollywood. The
highly readable result is neither weighted down with scholarly discourse nor demeaned by trivial anecdotes.
In much the same way that David A. Cooks A History of Narrative Film (Norton, 1996) covers cinema as a
whole, Hollywood Cartoons might well become the standard survey in its area. All libraries should consider
for purchase.Neal Baker, Earlham Coll., Richmond, IN
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
As animation scholar Barrier notes, the pleasures found in the best Hollywood cartoons appeal more to adults
than to children. With great expertise and insight, he identifies and explains those pleasures in an informative
chronicle of the cartoon industry: its early black-and-white and silent days in New York, its move to
Hollywood and sound, the pioneering feature films of Disney, and its decline in the face of changing studio
economics and the rise of television. He is especially insightful about the cartoons of the 1940s, the genre's
golden age, when its creators perfected the amalgam of story, character, and technique in landmark films.
The fact that Barrier draws on nearly three decades' worth of interviews (200) with directors, animators, and
other industry figures attests to the collaborative nature of cartoon filmmaking. Considering the colorful
anecdotes he elicits from his subjects, Barrier's prose is often surprisingly prosaic. And scholarly tome or
not, more illustrations would have been welcome. Even so, and although Leonard Maltin's Of Mice and
Magic (1980) covers much the same ground in breezier fashion, libraries desiring more thorough and
authoritative coverage should find Barrier's effort the definitive history of the field. Gordon Flagg
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alejandra Dunlap:

The ability that you get from Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden
Age giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Hollywood
Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age instantly.

Benjamin Chambers:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Hollywood
Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Ageis the
main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented
of the world on this book.

Dustin Davis:

This Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age is fresh way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Hollywood
Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Erma Ward:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Hollywood Cartoons: American Animation in Its Golden Age.
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