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Written by two of the world's leading Milton scholars, widely praised as
"illuminating" (Times Literary Supplement), "seamlessly written (Publishers
Weekly), and "a book of permanent value" (Literary Review), and winner of the
Milton Society's James Holly Hanford Award, this magnificent biography sheds
fresh new light on the writings, the thought, and the life of poet John Milton. A
more human Milton appears in these pages, a Milton who is flawed, self-
contradictory, self-serving, arrogant, passionate, ruthless, ambitious, and
cunning. He is also among the most accomplished writers of the period, the most
eloquent polemicist of the mid-century, and the author of the finest and most
influential narrative poem in English, Paradise Lost, which the book examines in
detail. What Milton achieved in the face of crippling adversity, blindness,
bereavement, and political eclipse, remains wondrous. Here is a fascinating
biography of this towering literary figure--the first new serious study in forty
years--one that profoundly challenges the received wisdom about one of
England's leading poets and thinkers.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
There is renewed interest in Milton, particularly his political life, this year, the 400th anniversary of his birth.
This substantial biography, seamlessly written by the editors of the Oxford Milton, draws chiefly on
documentary evidence and an easy familiarity with the 17th-century English scene. As a prodigy scholar,
pamphleteer, government translator on the international stage and the blind (probably from glaucoma) bard
of the Bible, Milton found himself astride a world of hardening views, as it spiraled in political and spiritual
transition. He wrote on divorce, freedom of expression and the tenure of kings; his De Doctrina Christiana,
not unearthed until the 1820s, is an essential work of systematic theology. The authors set Milton's
imaginative life against this backdrop, stretching from Shakespeare, to whom Milton's father may have been
loosely connected, to Dryden's ingenious staging of Paradise Lost in couplets. With nearly 100 pages of
notes and bibliography, this is a no-nonsense contribution to our understanding of a genius who, in many
ways, is hardly remote from our times. 25 b&w illus., maps. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Impressive, rigorous, nuanced...the fullest portrait yet...Anchored by impeccable scholarly acumen, this
biography supersedes all recent accounts. Choice Impressive, rigorous, nuanced... the fullest portrait yet of
this brilliant, controversial, and ambitious politician, theologian, and artist. Anchored by impeccable
scholarly acumen, this biography supercedes all recent accounts. Choice An illuminating accretion of
historical and personal detail; it is an assiduous study of a difficult man. Sophie Read, Times Higher
Education Supplement Lucid and engaging. Sophie Read, Times Literary Supplement A book of permanent
value...tight, learned, packed biography. Colin Burrow, Literary Review Exceptionally good...tight, learned,
packed biography. Colin Burrow, Literary Review Marvellous new biography...This is an enthralling,
rewarding read. Marcus Nevitt, Daily Telegraph An exceptionally readable and interesting relation of the
poet's life that makes some fascinating observations about the work. Advance praise from Philip Pullman

About the Author

Gordon Campbell is Professor of Renaissance Studies at University of Leicester. He is a Fellow of the
Royal Historical Society, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society,
and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. He is a former chairman of the English Association and of the
Society for Renaissance Studies He has published widely on Milton and on art and architecture, mostly for
OUP.

Thomas N. Corns is Professor of English at Bangor University. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical
Society and a Fellow of the English Association. He has published six books on Milton and other books on
seventeenth-century literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

The particular book John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very



acceptable to you. The book John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jose Miller:

The publication untitled John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought is the publication that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Willie Quinones:

This John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having John Milton:
Life, Work, and Thought in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Virginia Hause:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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