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Offending Women is an eye-opening journey into the lived reality of prison for
women in the United States today. Lynne Haney looks at incarcerated mothers,
housed together with their children, who are serving terms in alternative,
community-based prisons-a type of facility that is becoming increasingly
widespread. Incorporating vivid, sometimes shocking observations of daily life,
she probes the dynamics of power over women's minds and bodies that play out
in two such institutions in California. She finds that these “alternative” prisons,
contrary to their aims, often end up disempowering women, transforming their
social vulnerabilities into personal pathologies, and pushing them into a state of
disentitlement. Uncovering the complex gendered underpinning of methods of
control and intervention used in the criminal justice system today, Offending
Women links that system to broader discussions on contemporary government
and state power, asks why these strategies have arisen at this particular moment
in time, and considers what forms of citizenship they have given rise to.
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Editorial Review

Review

“I strongly recommend this book. Haney’s account is rich with ethnographic detail that brings life to abstract
debates about mode of governance and the state.”
(American Journal Of Sociology / AJS 2011-05-04)

“Enriched with vivid images and details on incarcerated women’s lives, this book reminds us of incarcerated
women’s social realities.”
(Olivera Simic Feminist Review 2010-04-18)

“Insightful. . . . This book will appeal to persons with an interest in women’s studies.”
(Jack E. Call Law & Politics Book Review 2011-06-29)

“Offending women makes excellent use of ethnographic material and close observation to build a compelling
analysis of two state institutions.”
(British Jrnl Of Sociology 2012-12-18)

From the Inside Flap

“Lynne Haney is already an important voice in the sociology of welfare but this book marks her debut as a
major figure in the sociology of punishment and the study of governmentality. Offending Women is a
fascinating work that combines rich ethnographic detail with a structural account of the changing contours of
contemporary governance. Its original contributions to prison ethnography, women's studies, and the
sociology of the penal-welfare state will make it a reference point in each of these disciplines.”—David
Garland, author of The Culture of Control

“Offending Women is an exemplary piece of work. Haney's writing is engaging, crisp, and smart. She
brilliantly assesses the various intentions of the state and incarcerated women and clarifies how these
intentions are based on orientations toward punishment and 'healing' that demand fundamental
rethinking.”—Rickie Solinger, author of Pregnancy and Power and co-editor of Interrupted Life:
Experiences of Incarcerated Women in the United States

"Lynne Haney brings together her stupendous skills as an ethnographer and her theoretical insights into how
states work to explain how the treatment of imprisoned women has changed over the past decade. An
altogether brilliant book."—Myra Marx Ferree, University of Wisconsin

About the Author

Lynne A. Haney is Professor of Sociology at New York University. She is the author of Inventing the Needy:
Gender, Politics, and State Development in Hungary and a coauthor of Global Ethnography: Forces,
Connections, and Imaginations in a Postmodern World (both available from UC Press). She is also the editor
of Families of a New World: Gender, Politics, and State Development in a Global Context.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jean Fuller:

Offending Women: Power, Punishment, and the Regulation of Desire can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Offending
Women: Power, Punishment, and the Regulation of Desire although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Sheila Robinson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Offending Women: Power, Punishment, and the Regulation of Desire this guide consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Patricia Trevino:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Offending Women: Power,
Punishment, and the Regulation of Desire or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Offending Women: Power, Punishment, and the
Regulation of Desire to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Willie Quinones:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Offending Women: Power, Punishment, and the Regulation of Desire when you necessary it?
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