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Katherine Graham's story has all the elements of the phoenix rising from the
ashes, and in Carol Felsenthal's unauthorized biography, Power, Privilege, and
the Post, Graham's personal tragedies and triumphs are revealed. The homely and
insecure daughter of the Jewish millionaire and owner of The Washington Post,
Eugene Myer, Kay married the handsome, brilliant and power hungry Phillip
Graham in 1940. By 1948 Kay's father had turned control of The Washington
Post over to Phil, who spent the next decade amassing a media empire that
included radio and TV stations. But, as Felsenthal shows, he mostly focused on
building the reputation of the Post and positioning himself as a Washington
power-player. Plagued by manic depression, Phil's behavior became more erratic
and outlandish, and his downward spiral ended in 1963 when he took his own
life. Surprising the newspaper industry, Kay Graham took control of the paper,
beginning one of the most unprecedented careers in media history.

Felsenthal weaves her exhaustive research into a perceptive portrayal of the
Graham family and an expert dissection of the internal politics at the Post, and a
portrait of one of aunique, tragic, and ultimately triumphant figure of twentieth-
century America.
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Katherine Graham's story has all the elements of the phoenix rising from the ashes, and in Carol Felsenthal's
unauthorized biography, Power, Privilege, and the Post, Graham's personal tragedies and triumphs are
revealed. The homely and insecure daughter of the Jewish millionaire and owner of The Washington Post,
Eugene Myer, Kay married the handsome, brilliant and power hungry Phillip Graham in 1940. By 1948
Kay's father had turned control of The Washington Post over to Phil, who spent the next decade amassing a
media empire that included radio and TV stations. But, as Felsenthal shows, he mostly focused on building
the reputation of the Post and positioning himself as a Washington power-player. Plagued by manic
depression, Phil's behavior became more erratic and outlandish, and his downward spiral ended in 1963
when he took his own life. Surprising the newspaper industry, Kay Graham took control of the paper,
beginning one of the most unprecedented careers in media history.

Felsenthal weaves her exhaustive research into a perceptive portrayal of the Graham family and an expert
dissection of theinternal politics at the Post, and a portrait of one of a unique, tragic, and ultimately
triumphant figure of twentieth-century America.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

According to Felsenthal ( Alice Roosevelt Longworth ), Katharine Graham, the imperious media mogul
whose empire includes the Washington Post, Newsweek, TV stations and cable systems, was a fragile,
withdrawn person, ill-prepared to run atroubled newspaper, when she became publisher of the Post after the
suicide of her manic-depressive husband Phil. In this absorbing, gossipy biography, Felsenthal
sympathetically portrays Graham (b. 1917) as a survivor of emotional abuse and as a brave fighter for afree
press who took tremendous risks by printing the Pentagon Papers and by disregarding pressure from Nixon
in covering the Watergate affair. Asadgirl, she had to prove her mettle constantly to her father, Eugene
Meyer, a Jewish Wall Street millionaire, and to her bombastic L utheran mother, Agnes Ernst Meyer, a"do-
gooder liberal" who preached tolerance while harboring "an ugly streak of anti-Semitism™ and belittling her
children. Felsenthal presents Graham as an "emotionally battered" wife who endured her husband's anti-
Semitic slurs and even laughed at the crude jokes he made at her expense. Photos. First serial to Vanity Fair;
BOMC featured alternate.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In this new biography, Katharine Graham emerges as a woman of contradictions: a powerful publisher
plagued by insecurity and self-doubt. Beginning with Graham's difficult relationship with her mother and
moving through her marriage to the brilliant but manic-depressive Phil Graham, Felsenthal ( Alice Roosevelt
Longworth , LJ 2/15/88, and The Sweetheart of the Silent Majority: The Biography of Phyllis Schafly , LJ
1/81) documents the emotional abuses that helped shape a vulnerable and tough Kay Graham. Ever
contradictory, she supported Nixon for president yet made decisions that permitted Washington Post
reporters to pursue a story that would result in his resignation. She believed women were inferior yet led a
media empire to both financial and journalistic success. Thisis the second biography of Graham; the first,
Deborah Davis's newly reissued Katharine the Great (Sheridan Pr., 1991), stirred controversy and was pulled
soon after its publication in 1979. Felsenthal devotes a chapter to the fate of the first. She bases her
biography on interviews and offers the reader a compelling portrait of a complex woman. It belongsin both
public and academic libraries.

- Judy Solberg, Univ. of Maryland Libs., College Park

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

CAROL FELSENTHAL isthe author of several acclaimed biographies, including the best-selling Power,
Privilege, and the Post: The Katharine Graham Story; Princess Alice: The Life and Times of Alice Roosevelt
Longworth; and The Sweetheart of the Silent Mgjority: The Biography of Phyllis Schiafly.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
CarrieHunter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine Graham Story. Try to make the
book Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine Graham Story as your friend. It means that it can being



your friend when you experience a one and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Michael Rahn:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine
Graham Story is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Erin Wright:

Often the book Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine Graham Story will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideaiis very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine Graham
Story is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Joshua Hsu:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine
Graham Story to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to open a book and
read it. Beside that the publication Power, Privilege and the Post: The Katharine Graham Story can to be
your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
that time.
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