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American adaptations of Aristophanes' enduring comedy Lysistrata have used
laughter to critique sex, war, and feminism for nearly a century. Unlike almost
any other play circulating in contemporary theatres, Lysistrata has outlived its
classical origins in 411 BCE and continues to shock and delight audiences to this
day. The play's "make love not war" message and bawdy humor render it
endlessly appealing to college campuses, activist groups, and community theatres
- so much so that none of Aristophanes' plays are performed in the West as
frequently as Lysistrata.

Starting with the play's first mainstream production in the U.S. in 1930, Emily B.
Klein explores the varied iterations of Lysistrata that have graced the American
stage, page, and screen since the Great Depression. These include the Federal
Theatre's 1936 Negro Repertory production, the 1955 movie musical The Second
Greatest Sex and Spiderwoman Theater's openly political Lysistrata Numbah!, as
well as Douglas Carter Beane's Broadway musical, Lysistrata Jones, and the
international Lysistrata Project protests, which updated the classic in the
contemporary context of the Iraq War.

Although Aristophanes' oeuvre has been the subject of much classical
scholarship, Lysistrata has received little attention from feminist theatre scholars
or performance theorists. In response, this book maps current debates over
Lysistrata's dubious feminist underpinnings and uses performance theory,
cultural studies, and gender studies to investigate how new adaptations reveal the
socio-political climates of their origins.
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American adaptations of Aristophanes' enduring comedy Lysistrata have used laughter to critique sex, war,
and feminism for nearly a century. Unlike almost any other play circulating in contemporary theatres,
Lysistrata has outlived its classical origins in 411 BCE and continues to shock and delight audiences to this
day. The play's "make love not war" message and bawdy humor render it endlessly appealing to college
campuses, activist groups, and community theatres - so much so that none of Aristophanes' plays are
performed in the West as frequently as Lysistrata.

Starting with the play's first mainstream production in the U.S. in 1930, Emily B. Klein explores the varied
iterations of Lysistrata that have graced the American stage, page, and screen since the Great Depression.
These include the Federal Theatre's 1936 Negro Repertory production, the 1955 movie musical The Second
Greatest Sex and Spiderwoman Theater's openly political Lysistrata Numbah!, as well as Douglas Carter
Beane's Broadway musical, Lysistrata Jones, and the international Lysistrata Project protests, which updated
the classic in the contemporary context of the Iraq War.

Although Aristophanes' oeuvre has been the subject of much classical scholarship, Lysistrata has received
little attention from feminist theatre scholars or performance theorists. In response, this book maps current
debates over Lysistrata's dubious feminist underpinnings and uses performance theory, cultural studies, and
gender studies to investigate how new adaptations reveal the socio-political climates of their origins.
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Editorial Review

Review
"When Lysistrata has been put in an African-American context, blackwomen's sexuality is often
interpreted through the lens of raciststereotyping and sexism rather than with the subversive and
satiricalpossibilities afforded white female counterparts. [...] "When you read the script, you really see
how Theodore Brown positionedthe female characters as these dangerous, sexual and yet godly
andmorally righteous bodies of change," said Emily Klein, author of Sex and War on the American
Stage: Lysistrata in Performance 1930-2012." -Salamishah Tillet, The New York Times

"Klein’s carefully researched examination of a variety of understudied adaptations of Lysistrata
makes a strong case for the play’s continued relevance both in performance and on the page, as well as
for addressing complex questions relating to the cultural performance of gender." - Helene P. Foley,
Theatre Journal

About the Author
Emily Klein is Assistant Professor of English and Drama at Saint Mary's College of California. Sex and War
on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 traces a history of twentieth and twenty-first
century American adaptations of Aristophanes' most popular comedy. Other recent publications include
""Danger: Men Not Working": Constructing Citizenship with Contingent Labor in the Federal Theatre's
Living Newspapers" in Women and Performance: A Journal of Feminist Theory. Her article "Anti-War
Activism and The Structures of Trauma in the Plays of Eve Ensler and Kathryn Blume" appeared as a
chapter in Political and Protest Theater After 9/11: Patriotic Dissent, 2012 edited by Jenny Spencer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Tipton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012, you
are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a e-book.

David Otten:

Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Sex



and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Brown:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in
performance 1930-2012 can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Sex and
War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012.

Dennis Sellers:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance
1930-2012 can make you really feel more interested to read.
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