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Patterns are everywhere in nature - in the ranks of clouds in the sky, the stripes of
an angelfish, the arrangement of petals in flowers. Where does this order and
regularity come from? It creates itself. The patterns we see come from self-
organization. Whether living or non-living, scientists have found that there is a
pattern-forming tendency inherent in the basic structure and processes of nature,
so that from a few simple themes, and the repetition of simple rules, endless
beautiful variations can arise.

Part of a trilogy of books exploring the science of patterns in nature, acclaimed
science writer Philip Ball here looks at how shapes form. From soap bubbles to
honeycombs, delicate shell patterns, and even the developing body parts of a
complex animal like ourselves, he uncovers patterns in growth and form in all
corners of the natural world, explains how these patterns are self-made, and why
similar shapes and structures may be found in very different settings, orchestrated
by nothing more than simple physical forces. This book will make you look at
the world with fresh eyes, seeing order and form even in the places you'd least
expect.
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Patterns are everywhere in nature - in the ranks of clouds in the sky, the stripes of an angelfish, the
arrangement of petals in flowers. Where does this order and regularity come from? It creates itself. The
patterns we see come from self-organization. Whether living or non-living, scientists have found that there is
a pattern-forming tendency inherent in the basic structure and processes of nature, so that from a few simple
themes, and the repetition of simple rules, endless beautiful variations can arise.

Part of a trilogy of books exploring the science of patterns in nature, acclaimed science writer Philip Ball
here looks at how shapes form. From soap bubbles to honeycombs, delicate shell patterns, and even the
developing body parts of a complex animal like ourselves, he uncovers patterns in growth and form in all
corners of the natural world, explains how these patterns are self-made, and why similar shapes and
structures may be found in very different settings, orchestrated by nothing more than simple physical forces.
This book will make you look at the world with fresh eyes, seeing order and form even in the places you'd
least expect.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "Wideranging, intelligent and non-dogmatic trilogy of books." --Martin
Kemp, Times Literary Supplement 19/03/2010

"Philip Ball gives us some very interesting food for thought." --Mark Ronan, Standpoint 01/10/2009

"Ball has opened a welcome window on a little-understood but thought-provoking aspect of the making of
the natural world." --Alan Cane, Financial Times 06/04/2009

"Fascinating detail." --The Economist 07/03/2009

About the Author

Philip Ball is a freelance writer and a consultant editor for Nature, where he previously worked as an editor
for physical sciences. He is a regular commentator in the scientific and popular media on science and its
interactions with art, history and culture. His ten books on scientific subjects include The Self-Made
Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature, H2O: A Biography of Water, The Devil's Doctor: Paracelsus and
the World of Renaissance Magic and Science, and Critical Mass: How One Thing Leads To Another, which
won the 2005 Aventis Prize for Science Books. He was awarded the 2006 James T. Grady - James H. Stack
award by the American Chemical Society for interpreting chemistry for the public. Philip studied chemistry
at Oxford and holds a doctorate in physics from the University of Bristol. His latest book The Music Instinct
published in February 2010.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

This Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A Tapestry in Three Parts book is just not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A Tapestry in Three Parts without we know teach the one
who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Shapes: Nature's
Patterns: A Tapestry in Three Parts can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A
Tapestry in Three Parts having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Jolie Browne:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A
Tapestry in Three Parts that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better



then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A Tapestry in Three
Parts become your personal starter.

Peter Gomez:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A Tapestry in
Three Parts is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ericka McCall:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Shapes: Nature's Patterns: A Tapestry in
Three Parts was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Shapes: Nature's
Patterns: A Tapestry in Three Parts has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that will.
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