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Engaging and accessibly written, Strange New Land explores the history of
davery and the struggle for freedom before the United States became a nation.
Beginning with the colonization of North America, Peter Wood documents the
transformation of slavery from a brutal form of indentured servitude to afull-
blown system of racial domination. Strange New Land focuses on how Africans
survived this brutal process--and ultimately shaped the contours of American
racial savery through numerous means, including:

- Mastering English and making it their own

- Converting to Christianity and transforming the religion

- Holding fast to Islam or combining their spiritual beliefs with the faith of their
masters

- Recalling skills and beliefs, dances and stories from the Old World, which
provided akey element in their triumphant story of survival

- Listening to talk of liberty and freedom, of the rights of man and embracing it
as afundamental right--even petitioning colonial administrators and insisting on
that right.

Against the troubling backdrop of American davery, Srange New Land surveys
black socia and culturd life, superbly illustrating how such a diverse group of
people from the shores of West and Central Africa became a community in North
America.
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Engaging and accessibly written, Strange New Land explores the history of slavery and the struggle for
freedom before the United States became a nation. Beginning with the colonization of North America, Peter
Wood documents the transformation of slavery from a brutal form of indentured servitude to a full-blown
system of racial domination. Strange New Land focuses on how Africans survived this brutal process--and
ultimately shaped the contours of American racial slavery through numerous means, including:

- Mastering English and making it their own

- Converting to Christianity and transforming the religion

- Holding fast to Islam or combining their spiritual beliefs with the faith of their masters

- Recalling skills and beliefs, dances and stories from the Old World, which provided a key element in their
triumphant story of survival

- Listening to talk of liberty and freedom, of the rights of man and embracing it as afundamental right--even
petitioning colonial administrators and insisting on that right.

Against the troubling backdrop of American slavery, Strange New Land surveys black socia and cultural
life, superbly illustrating how such a diverse group of people from the shores of West and Central Africa
became a community in North America.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Long before there was a United States, Africans were present in what would become American history. In
very condensed form, Duke University historian Wood follows Africans, from those who traveled with the
early Spanish explorers to those who fought in the early years of the American Revolution. He illuminates
how differences among the colonies, between North and South America, and among European powers
affected the Africans' experience, including their differing relations with the Native American population and
the diversity of the Africans themselves. With deft strokes, Wood provides a political milieu and a broad
international context, such as the effects of the Great Fire of London in 1666 and the Paris Treaty of 1762.
As succinctly, he provides avivid sense of African daily life-the acquisition of new languages, hairstyling,
food, music, religion-and the effect that had on America. There are no new revelations on the order of
Wood's Black Mgjority: Negroesin Colonial South Carolinafrom 1670 through the Stono Rebellion, but
Wood here offers a splendid synthesis of recent research for alay reader's edification and , despite often
horrific events, pleasure; the scholarly foundation upon which the book rests is hidden under its simple,
straightforward and graceful style. Thisis an amazing "little" book, areally masterful distillation.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Wood offers a splendid synthesis of recent research for alay reader's edification and, despite often horrific
events, pleasure; the scholarly foundation upon which the book rests is hidden under its simple, straight-
forward and graceful style. Thisis an amazing 'little' book, areally masterful distillation.” --Publishers
Weekly

"While his selection of facts and figures isilluminating throughout, what makes the work a particular
pleasure are Wood's inspired discussions; he ably links facts and puts them into larger contexts for readers.
An obscure chapter in American history, rendered vividly."--Kirkus Reviews

"Charts the arrival of blacks to this country between 1617-1776, exploring the earliest Africansin this
country and their attempts to retain and rebuild anew culture in a strange land."--Children's Bookwatch

About the Author

Peter H. Wood is a professor of history at Duke University. Dr. Wood is the author of Black Majority:
Negroes in Colonial South Carolina from 1670 through the Stono Rebellion, which was nominated for the
National Book Award. He is the coauthor of Created Equal: A Social and Poalitical History of the United
Sates and Natives and Newcomers: The Way We Lived in North Carolina Before 1770.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shane Webb:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Strange New Land: Africansin Colonial
America. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Strange New Land: Africansin Colonial America. Y ou can add information and
of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Patricia Watts:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Strange New Land:
Africansin Colonial Americaiskind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kathleen Carroall:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new

details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Strange New Land: Africansin Colonial America, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Christopher Jorge:

Y ou may get this Strange New Land: Africansin Colonial America by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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