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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In hisfirst book, 19-year-old Vizzini recounts his comical and intelligent, if not particularly penetrating
experiences as ateenager coming of agein New Y ork City. The first section covers highlights from junior
high school, followed by one section each for his four years at Stuyvesant High School. Each showcases
such universal and humiliating hurdles as vacationing with parents and preparing for the prom. Readers get a
real sense of Vizzini through his stories (one especially insightful chapter describes his painstaking
preparations for the high school admissions test) and some clever marginalia (e.g., "1'm skinny now, but over
50 percent of American men end up overweight, so I'll probably be fat later on"). He's gifted but gawky,
adventurous yet filled with anxiety. Most of all, he shows areal talent for self-deprecating humor ("Being a
cheap and petty person, | was shocked at how expensive the modern promis'). However, some essays that
could have meaning for many readers fall short on the follow-through: for example, the author talks about
filling out a college application, but never discusses how he made hisfinal decision about where to attend.
Chapters about buying a Nintendo system or attempting to produce a video for cable accesstelevision are
entertaining, but don't pack much punch. Readers will likely laugh at Vizzini's awkward antics, but may not
find them particularly memorable. Ages 13-up. (Aug.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 8 Up-The author, who is described as being alittle on the geeky side and not too suave with girls,
recorded his high school experiences between the ages of 15 and 18. These essays, originally published in
the New Y ork Press and New Y ork Times Magazine, now appear in this compilation. Vignettes do not
necessarily lend themselves to a straightforward plot, so the fiercely intelligent and introspective Vizzini
concentrates on style rather than action. His wonderfully sardonic voice, like Daniel Pinkwater'sin The
Education of Robert Nifkin (Farrar, 1998), suggests awisdom beyond his years. "The teen world is full of
second prizes. Nobody wants to hurt our self-esteem.” His timely scenarios include a Nintendo obsession,
Magic cards, avisit to ABC's The View, and singular incidents with marijuana and alcohol. Echoing The
Wonder Y ears, Vizzini's adult self comments on his high school self by way of sidebars, which sometimes
include Web addresses for more information. He comments on his lame attempt to sleep with his girlfriend
during his senior year, "I felt so bad about being high-pressure that | became no-pressure, never discussing it,
never bringing it up." Black-and-white cartoons interspersed throughout the text give the book a"zine" fedl.
This surefiretitleis bright, insightful, and thoroughly charming.

Laura Glaser, Euless Junior High School, TX

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 9-12. Nineteen-year-old Vizzini has the advantage of being able to write about his junior-high and high-
school years (he was mostly the nerdy, sf-fan type) from close range. He also displays a mature and ironic
detachment as he describes his experiences. He bases each chapter on a usually small incident. His writing
styleis breezy, often funny, and genuine, although occasionally the humor seems forced. The short
explanatory comments in the margins (like the pop-ups on VH1 videos) add to the relaxed tone. Teens are
sureto find much that is familiar in these recollections; older readers will find frequent reminders of why it's
good to be out of high school. Todd Morning

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Debbie Bennett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare timeto take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Teen Angst?
Naaah . . .? Maybeit is being best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have different opinion?

L awrence Elam:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Teen Angst? Naaah . . . had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve Teen Angst? Naaah . . . is not only giving you more new information but
also for being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book Teen Angst? Naaah . . .. You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Kirk Qualls:

The guide with title Teen Angst? Naaah . . . includes alot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. Thiskind of book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Eugene Meunier:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Teen Angst? Naaah . . . aswell as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Teen
Angst? Naaah . . . to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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