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This brief, nuts-and-bolts introduction to American government has been a
student favorite and a bestseller for over 30 years because of its lively,
straight-forward approach to the basics, its brevity, and its always
inexpensive price.
 
This text uses a dynamic game metaphor to engage students in the basics of the
American political system and the contact sport of politics.  Beginning with a
clear definition of politics, it introduces four governmental and four
nongovernmental “players” who must abide by the “rules of the
game” established by the Constitution and civil liberties.  It ends by examining
rival theories of who wins and who loses in American politics.  Written to engage
students, and kept short to provide a flexible foundation for instructors, The
Basics of American Politics covers all the terms and topics a student will need to
understand the nuts-and-bolts of American government and poltics.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This brief introduction to American government has been a student favorite and a bestseller for over 30 years
because of its lively, straightforward presentation.  Using a dynamic “game” metaphor, Wasserman engages
students in the nuts-and-bolts of the American political system and introduces them to the contact “sport” of
politics.
 
The Basics of American Politics includes the latest information on President Barack Obama, the 111th

Congress, Justice Sonia Sotomayor and the Supreme Court, and the new media outlets affecting the
American political process.  Issues such as lobbying for healthcare reform, legislating against global
warming, and regulating the financial systems are just a few of the newly covered topics in this fourteenth
edition.
 
New to the Fourteenth Edition:
·        An interview with Barack Obama discussing his views on the Presidency
·        Analysis of the Bernie Madoff scandal and the Securities and Exchange Commission
·        Updated coverage of the 111th Congress, including Arlen Spector’s switch to the Democratic Party, Al
Franken’s win of the Minnesota Senate seat, and the death of Ted Kennedy
·        A new case study on the 2009 House Climate Bill
·        An updated “Presidents and the Court” box on the appointment of Justice Sonia Sotomayor to the
Supreme Court
·        Analysis of Barack Obama’s use of the internet during the 2008 presidential campaign 
·        New statistics from the 2008 presidential election on voter turnout, party fundraising, candidate
fundraising, and PAC contributions

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Basics of American
Politics, 14th Edition book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Donald Jefferies:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Basics of American



Politics, 14th Edition, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Rod Reese:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like The Basics of American Politics, 14th Edition which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.

Francis Corder:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Basics of American Politics, 14th
Edition can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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