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The Early Modern Subject explores the understanding of self-consciousness and
personal identity--two fundamental features of human subjectivity--as it
developed in early modern philosophy. Udo Thiel presents a critical evaluation of
these features as they were conceived in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
He explains the arguments of thinkers such as Descartes, Locke, Leibniz, Wolff,
and Hume, as well as their early critics, followers, and other philosophical
contemporaries, and situates them within their historical contexts. Interest in the
issues of self-consciousness and personal identity is in many ways characteristic
and even central to early modern thought, but Thiel argues here that this is an
interest that continues to this day, in a form still strongly influenced by the
conceptual frameworks of early modern thought. In this book he attempts to
broaden the scope of the treatment of these issues considerably, covering more
than a hundred years of philosophical debate in France, Britain, and Germany
while remaining attentive to the details of the arguments under scrutiny and
discussing alternative interpretations in many cases.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An indispensable guide for specialists in early modern philosophy and the history of subjectivity. Highly
recommended."--S. Youn, CHOICE

"Clearly and engagingly written. The book is easily accessible to non-specialists and has a lot to offer to
specialists...there is much to learn from this rich and informative book."--Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Udo Thiel studied Philosophy at the Universities of Marburg, Bonn, and Oxford. He began as a Lecturer in
Philosophy at the University of Sydney, later moving to the Australian National University in Canberra
where he became a Senior Lecturer and then Associate Professor. In 2009 he moved to Austria where he is
now Professor of the History of Philosophy in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Graz. His
research focuses on early modern epistemology, metaphysics, and philosophy of mind.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Early Modern Subject: Self-
Consciousness and Personal Identity from Descartes to Hume is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Charles Lemaster:

The book The Early Modern Subject: Self-Consciousness and Personal Identity from Descartes to Hume has
a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Judith Roemer:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What



you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books.
Among the books in the top collection in your reading list will be The Early Modern Subject: Self-
Consciousness and Personal Identity from Descartes to Hume. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Jackie Lund:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Early Modern Subject: Self-Consciousness
and Personal Identity from Descartes to Hume was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Early Modern Subject: Self-Consciousness and Personal Identity from Descartes to
Hume has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.
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