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In this challenging and lively book, Ramsay Burt examines the representation of
masculinity in twentieth century dance. Taking issue with formalist and
modernist accounts of dance, which dismiss gender and sexuality asirrelevant,
he argues that prejudices against male dancers are rooted in our ideas about the
mal e body and male behaviour.

Building upon ideas about the gendered gaze developed by film and feminist
theorists, Ramsay Burt provides a provocative theory of spectorship in dance. He
uses this to examine the work of choreographers like Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch,
while relating their dances to the socia, political and artistic contexts in which
they were produced. Within these re-readings, he identifies a distinction between
institutionalised modernist dance which evokes an essentialist, heroic,
“hypermasculinity'; one which is valorised with reference to nature,
heterosexuality and religion, and radical, avant garde choreography which
challenges and disrupts dominant ways of representing masculinity.

The Male Dancer will be essential reading for anyone interested in dance and the
cultural construction of gender.
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In this challenging and lively book, Ramsay Burt examines the representation of masculinity in twentieth
century dance. Taking issue with formalist and modernist accounts of dance, which dismiss gender and
sexuality asirrelevant, he argues that prejudices against male dancers are rooted in our ideas about the male
body and male behaviour.

Building upon ideas about the gendered gaze developed by film and feminist theorists, Ramsay Burt
provides a provocative theory of spectorship in dance. He uses this to examine the work of choreographers
like Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch, while relating their dances to the social, political and artistic contextsin
which they were produced. Within these re-readings, he identifies a distinction between institutionalised
modernist dance which evokes an essentialist, heroic, “hypermasculinity’; one which is vaorised with
reference to nature, heterosexuality and religion, and radical, avant garde choreography which challenges
and disrupts dominant ways of representing masculinity.

The Male Dancer will be essential reading for anyone interested in dance and the cultural construction of
gender.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ramsay's interpretations of dance are often surprising and unconventional, yet they are very convincing. He
istruly rewriting dance history as we know it."

-Sally Banes, University of Wisconsin

About the Author

Ramsay Burt has taught art and design history and film studies to art students, as well as painting and
exhibiting his won work. He has also taught dance history and theory and has recently completed a doctoral
thesis on repsentation of masculinity in British new dance.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Daisy Richardson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This The Mae Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it.
So, do you nonetheless thinking The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Christina Bain:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Mae Dancer:
Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jose Shepard:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you have it
as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality as the daily resource information.



Glenn Bail:

The publication with title The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality includes alot of information
that you can find out it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of
the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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