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With four elegant and beautifully crafted novels Julien Gracq has established
himself as one of France's premier postwar novelists. A mysterious and retiring
figure, Gracq characteristically refused the Goncourt, France's most distinguished
literary prize, when it was awarded to him in 1951 for this book. As the latest
work in the Twentieth-Century Continental Fiction Series, Gracq'a masterpiece is
now available for the first time in English.

Set in a fictitious Mediterranean port city, The Opposing Shore is the first-person
account of a young aristocrat sent to observe the activities of a naval base. The
fort lies at the country's border; at its feet is the bay of Syrtes. Across the bay is
territory of the enemy who has, for three hundred years, been at war with the
narrator's countrymen; the battle has become a complex, tacit game in which no
actions are taken and no peace declared. As the narrator comes to understand,
everything depends upon a boundary, unseen but certain, separating the two
sides. Besides the narrator there are two other main characters, the dark and
laconic captain of the base and a woman whose compex relations to both sides of
the war brings the narator deeper into the story's web.

For many French readers The Opposing Shore (published as Le rivage des Syrtes
), with its theme of transgressions and boundaries, spoke to the issue of defeat
and the desire to fail: a paticularly sensitive motif in postwar French literature.
But there is nothing about the novel tying it either to France or to the 1950s; in
fact, Gracq's novel, with its elaborate, richly detailed prose, will be of greater
interest now than at any point in the last twenty years.
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With four elegant and beautifully crafted novels Julien Gracq has established himself as one of France's
premier postwar novelists. A mysterious and retiring figure, Gracq characteristically refused the Goncourt,
France's most distinguished literary prize, when it was awarded to him in 1951 for this book. As the latest
work in the Twentieth-Century Continental Fiction Series, Gracq'a masterpiece is now available for the first
time in English.

Set in a fictitious Mediterranean port city, The Opposing Shore is the first-person account of a young
aristocrat sent to observe the activities of a naval base. The fort lies at the country's border; at its feet is the
bay of Syrtes. Across the bay is territory of the enemy who has, for three hundred years, been at war with the
narrator's countrymen; the battle has become a complex, tacit game in which no actions are taken and no
peace declared. As the narrator comes to understand, everything depends upon a boundary, unseen but
certain, separating the two sides. Besides the narrator there are two other main characters, the dark and
laconic captain of the base and a woman whose compex relations to both sides of the war brings the narator
deeper into the story's web.

For many French readers The Opposing Shore (published as Le rivage des Syrtes ), with its theme of
transgressions and boundaries, spoke to the issue of defeat and the desire to fail: a paticularly sensitive motif
in postwar French literature. But there is nothing about the novel tying it either to France or to the 1950s; in
fact, Gracq's novel, with its elaborate, richly detailed prose, will be of greater interest now than at any point
in the last twenty years.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this surrealist novel, winner of the Prix Goncourt, young nobleman Aldo feels the lure of a forbidden
country hostile for 300 years to his own city-state. PW stated that "Gracq's hypnotic dreamworld, its richly
coiling and textured prose, holds the reader in its strange spell."
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The "opposing shore" is uncivilized Farghestan, which faces decadent Orsenna across the desolate and
marshy Bay of Syrtes. Gracq's most famous novel, published in France in 1951, posits a somnolent war of
three centuries' duration between the two Mediterranean states. At long last a restless Orsennian opens "one
of those doors you pass through in dreams" to provoke his hereditary enemies to action. By novel's end the
barbarians are at the gate. Gracq's is a 20th-century vision of decay expressed in the lapidary style of an
earlier age, a masterpiece of atmosphere and indirection. Highly recommended for collections of modern
literature. Grove Koger, Boise P.L., Id.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Opposing Shore.
All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Sylvia Dozier:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Opposing Shore this e-book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.



David Burch:

You can find this The Opposing Shore by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Tanya Wilson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching
from it. It is referred to as of book The Opposing Shore. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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