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Bigger IsBetter: The Ultimate Tom of Finland
Extra-oversized for maximum pleasure

In 1998, TASCHEN introduced the world to the masterful art of Touko

L aaksonen with The Art of Pleasure. Prior to that, Laaksonen, better known as
Tom of Finland, enjoyed an intense cult following in the international gay
community but was largely unknown to the broader audience. The Art of
Pleasure gave Tom well-deserved recognition and increased his following
exponentialy; Tomof Finland XXL will fix him forever in the realm of fine art.

At 29cm x 40.5cm and 666 pages, Tom of Finland XXL contains over 1,000
images, covering six decades of the artist’s career. The work was gathered from
collections across the US and Europe with the help of the Tom of Finland
Foundation, and features many drawings, paintings and sketches never
previoudy reproduced. Other images have only been seen out of context and are
presented here in the sequential order Tom intended for full artistic appreciation
and erotic impact. This elegant oversized volume showcases the full range of
Tom’ s talent, from sensitive portraits to frank sexual pleasure to tender
expressions of love and haunting tributes to young men struck down by AIDS.

Completing this collector’ s edition are eight specially commissioned essays on
Tom’s social and personal impact by Camille Paglia, John Waters, Armistead
Maupin, Todd Oldham, and others, plus a scholarly analysis of individual
drawings by art historian Edward L ucie-Smith. For the man—or woman—who
thinks bigger is better, Tom of Finland XXL is certain to satisfy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Dian Hanson produced a variety of men's magazines from 1976 to 2001, including Juggs, Outlaw Biker and
Leg Show, before becoming TASCHEN's Sexy Book editor. Her 60+ books for TASCHEN include The Art
of Pin-up and Psychedelic Sex. Shelivesin Los Angeles.

Camille Anna Pagliais the author of five books, including Sexual Personae: Art and Decadence from
Nefertiti to Emily Dickinson, her groundbreaking analysis of sexual ambiguity in art and literature. Pagliais
University Professor of Humanities and Media Studies at University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA, where she
lives.

John Waters was born in 1946 in Baltimore, Maryland, and briefly attended New Y ork University. He made
hisfirst film, Hag in a Black Leather Jacket, in 1964, and has since directed 16 others, including Pink
Flamingos, Polyester, Hairspray, and Pecker. He livesin Baltimore.

Todd Oldham's studio is a multifaceted design studio for film, photography, furniture, interior décor, books,
and even flora arrangements. He livesin New Y ork City and in eastern Pennsylvania.

Armistead Maupin launched hisfictive Tales of the City seria in the San Francisco Chronicle in 1976, later
released as a six-volume series of novels, three of which were produced as miniseries for television. Helives
in San Francisco.

Edward Lucie-Smith was born in 1933 in Kingston, Jamaica, and schooled at Oxford. He has published over
100 books, including Sexuality in Western Art and Latin American Art of the 20th Century. He livesin
London and travels extensively.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Curry:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileis reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Tom of Finland XXL book as basic
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

LauraHargis:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first



thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the publication untitled Tom of Finland XXL can be great book to read. May be it isusually best activity
to you.

Eugene Barnum:

Often the book Tom of Finland XXL hasalot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after looking over this book.

Nadine Taylor:

This Tom of Finland XXL isgreat e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Tom of Finland XXL
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , thisis
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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